
Meet Your 
Cooperative DirectorsThanksgiving is about making delicious food and spending quality time with loved ones, but it can also be a time of 
high energy usage, leading to a high electric bill. With a few minor adjustments, you can save energy and help to lower 
your electric bill with these tips:

•  Maximize your oven’s heat by keeping the door closed. Use the oven light rather than opening the door, which can 
lower the temperature by several degrees in just a few seconds.

•  Turn the oven off a few minutes before the timer goes off. The oven will stay hot 
enough to finish cooking your dish.

•  Use glass and ceramic dishes, which retain heat better than metal dishes and allow 
you to reduce your oven temperature as much as 25 degrees.

•  Keep pots and pans covered on the stove to prevent heat loss.

•  Microwaves, slow cookers, air fryers and other small appliances use less energy than 
ovens and stoves.

•  Make sure leftovers completely cool before putting them in the refrigerator. Hot 
items can affect the refrigerator’s temperature, causing it to work harder to keep 
cool.

•  Using a dishwasher is more energy-efficient than hand-washing dishes.

•  Lower your water heater use by scraping off plates into the garbage rather than sink.

•  Change out incandescent bulbs with LED bulbs.

•  Keep lights off in unused rooms.

For more ways to save energy, visit energy.gov.

Easy ways to conserve energy on Thanksgiving

PROUD TO HONOR ALL WHO HAVE SERVED
Friday, Nov. 11

Woodruff Electric 
Cooperative will be closed 

Thursday, Nov. 24, and 
Friday, Nov. 25,  

in observance of 
Thanksgiving.
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Small space heaters are meant to do exactly as their name says: Heat a small 
space. But unfortunately, many people use portable space heaters to heat their 
entire home — a practice that increases electric bills and poses 
safety risks.

Space heaters are not a practical solution to compensate 
for problems in your home, like inadequate insulation, 
drafty windows and exterior doors or an inefficient 
heating system. Your best bet is to improve the overall 
efficiency of your home. If you’re on a tight budget, 
caulking and weatherstripping around windows 
and exterior doors are low-cost, easy ways to save 
energy. Depending on the size of your home, 
adding insulation can be a great next step. Taking 
these proactive energy-saving measures, rather than 
relying on space heaters for supplemental warmth, can 
reduce your heating bills for years to come. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates more than 
25,000 residential fires are associated with the use of space heaters each year, 
resulting in more than 300 deaths. If you use a space heater, purchase a model 
that includes the most current safety features, and make sure it carries the 
Underwriter’s Laboratory (UL) label. Choose a thermostatically controlled 
heater to avoid energy waste and overheating, and place the heater on a level 
surface away from foot traffic when in use. Always keep children and pets away 
from space heaters. 

Consider alternative ways to stay 
warm like extra layers of clothing 
or UL-approved electric blankets. 
Avoid using electric blankets that 
show signs of wear, frayed electrical 
cords or damaged temperature 
controls. If you have hardwood or 
tile floors, use area rugs to provide 
additional insulation and maintain 
warmth. 

For more ways to save energy 
and increase comfort in your home, 
visit energy.gov/energysaver.

Space heaters are not best solution to heat your home

Tips to ditch space 
heaters

Space heaters are 
energy hogs, and 
older models can 
be extremely 
dangerous. This 
winter, ditch the 
space heater, 
and try these 
alternative 
solutions to 

stay warm.

• Wear extra layers of 
clothing.

• Use UL-approved electric 
blankets that are in 
good condition, without 
frayed electrical cords or 
damaged temperature 
controls.

• Caulk and weatherstrip 
around windows and 
doors to prevent heat 
loss.

• Add insulation to your 
attic around ductwork.

• Use area rugs on 
hardwood or tile floors.

3201 Highway 1 North,  
Forrest City, Arkansas 72335

(870) 633-2262

Outages: (888) 559-6400

www.woodruffelectric.coop

Set your clocks 
back one hour 
on Nov. 6.

23 More co-op news on page 26
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WoodRUFF Electric employees’ pets stay cozy while saving energy

Many consider four-legged companions as part of the 
family and can’t imagine life without them. During the 
winter months, make sure your whole family, including 
your four-legged members, is cozy –– without taking a big 
“bite” out of your budget. 

At the onset of the cold weather season, replace the 
HVAC filter for better air quality and to help the unit 
operate more efficiently. Keep your home cozier by 
caulking and weatherstripping windows and doors. 

Winter can be “ruff,” so set your thermostat at 68 
degrees, a “purr-fect” temperature for people and pets. 
This is especially important for smaller, short-haired and 
senior dogs –– not just for warmth, but for their general 
health. Puppies, kittens and older pets with arthritis or 
other ailments may have a harder time controlling their 
body heat and need the additional warmth when it’s 
chilly out.

Pets that sleep close to the floor can be subject to 
cold drafts that enter your home through windows and 

exterior doors. If your pet’s bed is near a window or door 
that feels drafty, tightly roll up a towel, and place it near 
the bottom of the door or window to eliminate drafts. 
Cutting down on cold drafts helps everyone feel more 
comfortable during colder months.

If possible, elevate your pet’s bed so it’s not placed 
directly on a cold floor. An old chair cushion works well.  
If you don’t use a dog bed, take some old blankets, and 
create a donut shape on the cushion so the dog can 
snuggle and “nest” within the blanket. You can do the 
same for cats but on a smaller scale. Blankets provide a 
comfortable place for dogs and cats to curl up. 

During the day, open your blinds and curtains to allow 
sunlight to warm your home. Close window coverings at 
night for an added layer of insulation. 

The winter weather can’t be controlled. But you can 
keep your family and furry friends more comfortable 
during the winter season while saving energy and saving 
on your electric bill.

Keeping pets and energy bills comfortable

Rosie Grace, owned by Tammy Hankins

June, owned by Beth Vaccaro

Oakley, owned by Tammy Hankins

Delta, owned by Lawson 
Thomas (grandson of Debbie 
Thomas)

Chief, owned by Anna Howton Jasmine, owned by Kevin Scott

Jesse James, owned by Tammy Hankins
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