
From the Manager’s Desk
MICHAEL SWAN, PRESIDENT/CEO

As a Cooperative, part of our mission is to improve 
the quality of life for our rural communities. When we 
first began providing electric service over 80 years ago, it 
was said to be the “Next Greatest Thing.” In recent years, 
we have received numerous inquiries from our members 
asking for Woodruff to provide internet service. Internet 
service has become a necessity to modern life. A fast 
reliable connection can enable opportunities and open 
doors for our children’s future that they have not had. A 
world of remote learning, improved health care through 
telemedicine, and other new technology prospects all 
exist through connection to the worldwide web.  

Recognizing that our rural areas cannot compete 
with others without robust internet connectivity and our 
residents will likely not have the same opportunities for 
success as those provided with that service, our Board of 
Directors has approved WECC’s initial construction phase 
of a fiber network that will provide high speed broadband 
internet access. The operating entity for this project 
will be the cooperative’s wholly owned fiber subsidiary 
“Enlightened” by WECC.   

We have conducted multiple economic feasibility 
studies over the past several years to explore the 
possibility of being able to offer these services. Our biggest 
challenge has been cost and sparse population density. 
We serve a very rural part of Arkansas that has been losing 
inhabitants for a very long time. We serve roughly three 
members per mile of line, across seven counties in east 
Arkansas. Much time and effort has been invested into 
researching and analyzing how we can undertake the 
financial challenge and formulate a plan to provide these 
necessary services. Unfortunately, at this 
time we CANNOT guarantee internet 
service to all.

Initially, broadband services will 
be extended based on population 
density and location proximity 
to our existing operational fiber 
network. These critical factors will 

determine fiber construction routes for Phase I of this 
project. We do not expect to be able to serve all members 
in the first phase of the project. 

We must build and expand our fiber network in a 
methodical, economically feasible manner that minimizes 
costs and avoids undue expense yet moves us forward in 
being able to provide accessible, reliable and affordable 
internet service. Deployment to less densely populated 
areas will become more likely with the availability and 
increase in grant funding. Currently, we are working with 
numerous city, county and state officials to help make 
grants possible so we can provide service to as many 
residents as we can. 

We are dedicated to making every effort to expand 
our service footprint as additional funding and grants 
are made available. We ask that you keep in mind that a 
project of this magnitude will take time. Progress may be 
slow.    

We are extremely excited by the possibility of being 
able to bring these much-needed services to our area. 
Delivering highspeed broadband access will be our most 
impactful undertaking since we first energized electric 
lines to our rural members in 1937. We are looking 
forward to providing the Next “Next Greatest Thing!”

Cooperatively yours, 

Michael L. Swan
President/CEO

Woodruff Electric Announces Fiber-To-The-Home (FTTH) Project
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Woodruff Electric will be  
closed on Friday, Dec. 23,  
and Monday, Dec. 26,  
for the Christmas Holidays. 

We will also be closed  
Monday, Jan. 2, for  
New Year’s Day.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  
from Woodruff Electric Cooperative Corporation

23 More co-op news on page 26
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Illuminating facts about Christmas lights
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Christmas lights are used in an estimated 
80 million homes each year and account for 
approximately 6% of the nation’s electricity use in 
December.

•  Thomas Edison created the first electric 
Christmas lighting display at his Menlo Park 
Laboratory in New Jersey in 1880. Before 
electric Christmas lights, families would use 
candles in their trees, causing fire hazards. 

•  Edison’s colleague, Edward Johnson, had the 
first Christmas tree decorated with red, white 
and blue blinking electric lights in 1882.

•  In 1885, President Grover Cleveland used 
electric Christmas lights to decorate the White 
House tree. However, due to a mistrust of 
electricity, it would take nearly 40 years for 
electric Christmas lights to become an accepted 
holiday tradition.

•  Outdoor Christmas lights weren’t safe for use 
or widely available until 1927. General Electric 
held neighborhood lighting contests to increase 
sales.

•  The Gay Family of LaGrangeville, New York 

holds the Guinness World Record for “Most 
Lights on a Residential Property” with 601,736 
lights. The display spans 2 acres and takes two 
months to set up.

•  Incandescent Christmas lights are recyclable. 
Light strands contain plastic, glass, copper 
and other materials, which can be harmful to 
the environment and could sit in a landfill for 
years. Drop off your old Christmas lights at 
your local Goodwill or participating Lowe’s 
home improvement stores. 

•  LED holiday lights use about 80% less energy 
than the incandescent variety. Use a smart 
power strip with a timer so that lights can be 
turned off while you’re away from home or 
sleeping.

•  In 2014, the White House Christmas tree got 
a digital upgrade. Girls from all 50 states, 
participating in Google’s Made with Code 
program, used computer code to light up and 
control the colors and patterns of the national 
tree and their home state’s trees.

Sources: Smithsonianmag.com, energy.gov and mentalfloss.com
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