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The regular meeting of the Village of Divernon Board of Trustees was held at the Village Hall on Wednesday June 26, 2024.  Mayor Jim Copelin called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Clerk Gail Hedges called roll:  Craig Busch “Here,” Joe Bukantos “Here,” Chuck Apgar “Here,” Randy Olson “Here,” and Dianne Brenning “Here,” and, Larry Baer “Here.” Also present were Superintendent Jeremy Rhodes and Sergeant Michael Lavin.   

A motion was made by Baer seconded by Apgar, to approve the amended minutes of June 12, 2024. The motion passed 6-0.  

Baer made a motion, seconded by Brenning, to approve the bills with the addition of $83.00 to the Divernon Fire Department for CPR training for the public works staff.  The motion passed 6-0.

Visitors:

Ashleigh Carter was present to participate in the discussion on the Depot repair and maintenance.  Carter reported that she had been in discussion with Nick Goedecke on next steps.  Mayor Copelin stated a 501(c)3 needs to be created and a Board selected.  A non-voting ad hoc member from the Village Board could sit on the Board.  A budget needs to be prepared and approved so that repair can begin.  By-laws and other administrative documents will need to be developed as well.  Marketing will be important to encourage traffic to the community supporting our businesses and providing activities for Village families.      
  
Public Works:
 
Superintendent Rhodes reported that Illinois Road Contractors, Inc. was the only bidder for the annual street maintenance project in the amount of $127,642.50.  Baer made a motion, seconded by Brenning, to approve the contract.  The motion passed 6-0.  Rhodes indicated all the trees in the park have been trimmed and look good.  The water main project was tied in but failed the pressure test twice.  

Police:

Sergeant Lavin reported that Officer Leake and Gator are now in rotation.

Economic Dev., Zoning, TIF, Building Permits:

Apgar said the grant for the Rebuild Downtown and Main Street grant is drafted.  Letters of support from elected officials and local businesses are needed and will be requested next week.  The grant is due at the end of July.  Mayor Copelin reported that the fuel tanks have been ordered for the new Shell station.  Copelin said that a TIF application was given to Samshir Singh.  Singh met with the remediation team to get things moving.  

Public Utilities Water, Gas and Sewer:

Nothing to report.
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Finance, Personnel, GIS:

Bukantos made a motion, seconded by Olson, to approve the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance agreement with Sangamon County Community Resources.  The motion passed 6-0.  Baer made a motion, seconded by Bukantos, to approve the Natural Gas Management Agreement. The motion 
passed 6-0.  Baer stated that the local food pantry run by the Divernon United Methodist Church serves 15 – 18 families per week or 140 – 180 persons per month.  There has been an increase in need over the last several months.  Food donations and financial support are needed to continue to serve families in need.  Brenning made a motion, seconded by Bukantos, to donate $500.00 to the pantry to purchase food.  The motion passed 6-0.  

Public Safety, Health & Safety: 

Mayor Copelin reported that fines have been issued for ordinance violations for some of the 6 properties where abatement has not been completed.   A building permit was purchased for one site for demolition of a building which must be removed by the end of July.  The Village continues to monitor for ordinance violations and more letters will be sent to those in violation.  Copelin indicated the Village attorney is working on seeking a permit to demolish the building that is falling down on Henrietta St.  Because the building is rodent infested, the Village has set traps and put out poison so as to keep the situation from worsening or infesting other properties.  Bukantos reported that Sara Peterson complained to him about motorcycles coming from Faithorn running up and down streets and alleys and running through stop signs.  Mayor Copelin said that when residents see something like this, they should call the Village police department.  Unfortunately, the police can’t be everywhere and lowering the speed limit won’t fix the problem.  
  
Public Works, Streets, Alleys, and Sidewalks:

Nothing to report.

Village Communication/Building, Grounds & Lights, Parks, Recreation

Busch updated the Board on the block party.  All four corners of the square will be blocked off.  Tables and chairs will be set-up on Friday.  Three food trucks will be present as well as Kona Ice and a 360° photo booth.  Busch also reported that the new playground equipment for the park will arrive the week of the block party but won’t be set up in time for the block party.  A request will be made to either deliver earlier so that the equipment can be set up before the block party or the week after the block party. Apgar requested that Board members get information to be included in the newsletter to him.  Apgar said that he is having difficulty getting the .gov emails set up.

Old Business: 

Mayor Copelin said that John Goleman, president of the Divernon Township Board, contacted him about maintaining the service road/alley out to the property owned by Wade Wiseman.  Goleman was told the road is not within the Village limits and can’t be maintained by the Village.  Discussion followed.  If all the property was annexed into the Village, then the Village would maintain. 


June 26, 2024, Minutes 		Page 4040
New Business:

Bukantos made a motion, seconded by Olson, to approve the liquor and gaming licenses for Maddy’s Tavern.  The motion passed 6-0.  Olson made a motion, seconded by Bukantos, to approve the liquor and gaming licenses for Mimi’s Kitchen and Gaming.  The motion passed 6-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. with a motion from Olson.

Jim Copelin									Gail Hedges		
Mayor										Clerk



