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The regular meeting of the Village of Divernon Board of Trustees was held at the Village Hall on Wednesday July 24, 2024.  Mayor Jim Copelin called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Clerk Gail Hedges called roll:  Joe Bukantos “Here,” Chuck Apgar “Here,” Randy Olson “Here,” and Dianne Brenning “Here.”  Also present was Superintendent Jeremy Rhodes.  Larry Baer and Craig Busch were absent.   

A motion was made by Apgar, seconded by Bukantos, to approve the minutes of July 10, 2024. The motion passed 4-0.  

Brenning made a motion, seconded by Apgar, to approve the bills with the addition of a payment to the UCB in the amount of $531.46.  The motion passed 4-0.

Visitors:

Matt Hurley was present to share with the Board that his business was in the process of purchasing the Maddy’s Tavern property.  Hurley said a closing was set for Monday, August 5, 2024.  Because Hurley was not purchasing the business, but rather the property, he was asking how liquor and gaming licenses might be approved for the August 5th closing.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Copelin informed Hurley that once all licenses’ applications documents were received, a special meeting could be called.
  
Public Works:
 
Superintendent Rhodes reported that the contractors had connected the new water main line to the Village’s main water line.

Police:

Mayor Copelin said the squad for the K-9 should arrive next week.  The Springfield Police Department is donating the squad.   The unit is already equipped for a K-9.  The F150 needs a new transmission.  A bid of $7000.00 was received.  Because of the amount of the estimate, more bids are needed.  Once the F150 is repaired, the vehicle will be assigned to public works.  Per Mayor Copelin, vehicles parked on the streets without tags or are disabled must be removed from the street.  Owners will be asked to remove the vehicle, if not removed the Village will tow at the owners’ expense. 

Economic Dev., Zoning, TIF, Building Permits:

Apgar reported the RDMS grant was submitted by the due date.  It could be months before word is received on funding.  Business District funds continue to build.  The application to apply for Business District funds can be found on the Village website.  Only businesses within the districts can apply.

Public Utilities Water, Gas and Sewer:

Nothing to report.
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Finance, Personnel, GIS:

Brenning made a motion, seconded by Apgar, to approve an $85.00 donation to the American Legion Annual Golf Outing for an ad.  The motion passed 4-0.  Brenning reported that an agreement with Good Energy for residential electric rates was approved.  A rate of $.084 per kWh will be in effect from December 31, 2024 through May 2025.  A few committed donations for the Divernon Block Party still haven’t been received.  Currently, the DBP is overspent by $385.00.  The Board discussed the need for more infrastructure projects and that Village funds could be utilized.

Public Safety, Health & Safety: 

Olson reported that some of those receiving ordinance letters had stopped cleaning up, and in some cases the garbage and rubbish is worse.  Mayor Copelin said he had also noticed and would be conducting a drive around to identify properties that still needed to be cleaned up.  Ordinance violation letters will go out to those in violation of Health and Safety nuisances.

Public Works, Streets, Alleys, and Sidewalks:

Nothing to report.

Village Communication/Building, Grounds & Lights, Parks, Recreation

Apgar said the newsletter will go out soon.  Mayor Copelin asked that the police non-emergency phone number (217-753-6666) be included in the newsletter.  This number should be used in the case of a non-emergency instead of calling Board members so that a report can be made.  This will allow for follow-up if needed.  Apgar also reported that the .gov emails are ready to be set up.

Old Business: 

None.

New Business:

None.

Apgar made a motion to go into executive session at 7:42 p.m.  Bukantos made a motion to return to regular session at 8:21 p.m.

Apgar made a motion, seconded by Bukantos, to approve the June 12, 2024, executive session minutes. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m. with a motion from Apgar.

Jim Copelin									Gail Hedges		
Mayor										Clerk



