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[bookmark: _Hlk190777249][bookmark: _Hlk186112434]The regular meeting of the Village of Divernon Board of Trustees was held at the Village Hall on Wednesday January 14, 2026.  Village President Craig Busch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  Clerk Rod Molnar called Roll:  Craig Busch, “Here,” Gail Hedges “Here,” Chuck Apgar “Here,” Colton McDannald “Here,” Randy Olson “Here,” Julie Rhodes “Here,” and Dianne Brenning “Here”.  Also in attendance were Attorney Tony Schuering, Police Chief Christian Porter, and Superintendent Jeremy Rhodes.

A motion was made by Hedges and seconded by Apgar to approve the corrected minutes of December 17, 2025.  The motion was approved 6-0.

Brenning made a motion to approve the bills after adding an invoice for Cave Interactive Media for $1188.00.   Rhodes seconded and the motion carried 6-0.

Visitors:

Mike Strader of Chatham Illinois was present.  He recently purchased the apartment complex at 421 E. Kenney Street.  He is interested in adding a 52 unit storage facility to the property.  The parcel is currently zoned residential.  Attorney Schuering advised the property would need to be posted a minimum of 15 days and a zoning hearing for a variance would take place at the first board meeting in February.  The hearing would allow residents to comment on the proposal.  The Board would then vote on the proposal at the second meeting in February.

Supervisor Reports:
Public Works:

Superintendent Rhodes reported 200 feet of new eight inch water main was installed on 1st Street last week.  A village gas main was cut north of Glenarm which affected around 30 customers.  Repairs were made and pilot lights were relit.  

Police Department:

Police Chief Christian Porter reported he has been working with new hire Hipsher on a daily basis and hopes to have him working alone in March.  Alyssa Moriconi is doing great at the academy.  John Shea is completing his mandated classes and will be on duty soon.  The property at 312 Lincoln has acquired nearly $1000.00 in fines.  

Economic Development, Zoning, TIF, Building Permits:

Nothing to report.

Finance, Personnel, GIS:

Nothing to report.

Village Communication:

Nothing to report.
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Village Grounds:

McDannald reported he has booked the band Lady Luck for the annual Block Party.

Village Ordinances:

Nothing to report.

Old Business:   

A motion was made by Hedges and seconded by Rhodes to pass Ordinance 2026-001, which ratifies a setback variance for 43 S. Second Street.  The motion passed 6-0.

Apgar asked about the movement on repairs at the train depot as per the Illinois Historical Society grant, they must be completed by the end of May.  Busch will contact Bolash Construction for an update.

New Business:

A motion was made by Apgar to approve Ordinance 2026-002 regarding implementation of regulations pertaining to chronic nuisance properties.  Hedges seconded the motion carried 6-0.

Hedges made the motion for the Village not to recoup any losses from the billing error in the natural gas system and later withdrew the motion.  A motion was made by Apgar and seconded by McDannald to amend Resolution 2026-001. The motion carried 6-0.  A motion was then made by Apgar and seconded by McDannald to approve Resolution 2026-001 ratifying the rates charged to municipal gas customers during calendar year 2025.  The motion passed 6-0.

A motion was made by Hedges to approve Resolution 2026-002 modifying the hours of operation for the Village Hall.  Rhodes seconded and the motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Olson to donate $200.00 to the Auburn Elementary School for T-Shirts for a field day.  The motion failed for lack of a second.  Hedges made a motion to donate $50.00 for the field day.  The motion failed for lack of a second.  Olson then made a motion to donate $100.00 for the field day.  McDannald seconded and the motion carried 4-2 with Hedges and Apgar voting no.

Molnar reported that the annual TIF Joint Review Board meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday February 11, 2026 at the Village Hall.

Apgar is working on dates for the annual cleanup day and Village wide garage sale.  There will be no recycling of electronics this year.

A motion was made by Olson and seconded by McDannald to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel and reviewing the executive session minutes of December 17, 2025. The motion carried by voice vote.
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The board returned to open session at 9:03 p.m.
A motion by Apgar to approve the executive session minutes of December 17, 2025. Olson seconded and the motion passed 6-0.
A motion was made by Apgar and seconded by Olson to employ Mackenzie Canaday as Office Administrator at the pay rate of $28.00 per hour with the opportunity for upward mobility.  The motion passed 6-0.
Apgar moved to post the open part time office position for hours as needed.  Rhodes seconded.  The motion passed 6-0.
A motion was made by Hedges to adjourn at 9:06 p.m.  Olson seconded and was approved by voice vote.							

Craig Busch									Rodney Molnar
Village President								Village Clerk



