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[bookmark: _Hlk190777249][bookmark: _Hlk186112434]The regular meeting of the Village of Divernon Board of Trustees was held at the Village Hall on Wednesday February 25, 2026.  Mayor Pro Tem Chuck Apgar called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  Clerk Rod Molnar called Roll:  Gail Hedges, “Here,” Chuck Apgar “Here,” Colton McDannald “Here,” Randy Olson “Here,” and Julie Rhodes “Here.”  Also in attendance were Police Chief Christian Porter, and Superintendent Jeremy Rhodes. Craig Busch and Dianne Brenning were absent.

Apgar opened the public hearing portion of the meeting regarding a request by Mike Strader for a variance on the property at 421 E. Kenney Street.  There was no public discussion on the request.  Apgar the closed the public hearing.  An item will be put on the agenda of March 11, 2026, to consider approval of the variance request.

A motion was made by McDannald and seconded by Olson to approve the corrected minutes of January 28, 2026.  The motion was approved 3-0-2 with Hedges and Rhodes voting present.

Rhodes made a motion to approve the bills. McDannald seconded and the motion carried 5-0.

Visitors:
Ben Spreen and Mike Strader.

Supervisor Reports:
Public Works:

Superintendent Rhodes introduced Ben Spreen of Benton and Associates Engineering to discuss the Henrietta Street extension to Reichert Road.  Spreen offered two options.  Option one would be for Rhodes and Public Works employees to build the street, while option two would be to have designs drawn and put out to bid.  A rough estimate for option one would be around $35,000.00 and would take the public works employees away from other work.  Option two would be roughly $125,000.00 but may be eligible for some type of funding from the State of Illinois.  He recommended the Board discuss these options and Benton would begin the process.  Rhodes said there have been a number of issues with the fiber optic company in town. He has had to keep one of his men on site at all times per ordinance. 

Police Department:

Nothing to report.

Economic Development, Zoning, TIF, Building Permits:

Hedges recommended an item be put on the Village Facebook page letting the community know the fiber optic company is in the Village. Rhodes said the item will be in the next Village Newsletter.

Finance, Personnel, GIS:

Rhodes reported a CD is coming due on March 10, 2026 at Warren Boynton State Bank.  Treasurer Jessica Hayes has recommended the CD be renewed at $250,000.00 and the excess be transferred to the Sweep Account.  An item will be put on the agenda for the next meeting for approval.  There was 
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a short discussion regarding natural gas rates. The item was tabled as Ron Ragan of Utility Gas Management will attend one of the next two meetings.

Village Communication:

Rhodes reported the Village Newsletter is at the printers and will go out the first week of March.

Village Grounds:

McDannald reported he is considering starting the parade at the annual Block Party one hour earlier this year because of the heat.

Village Ordinances:

Nothing to report.

Old Business:   

None.

New Business:

None.

A motion was made by Hedges and seconded by Rhodes to go into executive session at 7:22 p.m. for the purpose of reviewing previous executive session minutes.  The motion was approved by voice vote.

The Board returned to open session at 7:41 p.m.

A motion was made by Hedges and seconded by Rhodes to approve the amended executive session minutes of January 14, 2026.  The motion carried 4-0.

A motion was made by McDannald to release the executive session minutes of February 12, 2025, July 16, 2025, July 22, 2025 and August 13, 2025.  Rhodes seconded and the motion passed 4-0.


A motion was made by Rhodes to adjourn at 7:42 p.m.  McDannald seconded and was approved by voice vote.							

Chuck Apgar									Rodney Molnar
Mayor Pro Tem								Village Clerk									
								



