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KEYNOTES 

December 2022 
Our mission is to glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ. 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

What Happens in Bethlehem… 
 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. Luke 2:12-14 
 

Five years ago, in October, my wife and I had a chance to get away with some friends. Our destination?  

Las Vegas!   

 

Now…I should probably mention that we didn’t travel to Vegas for the same reasons that most other folks 

do. No…we stayed on the outskirts of town and were able to visit some of our friends’ family members, get 

in a round of golf, and hit some of the trails located in Red Rock Canyon and around the Mount Charleston 

area.  Eventually, we did manage to make our way down to the Las Vegas strip. 

 

Normally, we would’ve had a desire to check out the lights, the themed hotels, or some of the seemingly 10 

trillion stores; but on this occasion we spent time doing what so many others had come to do that week. We 

quietly walked to that old familiar “Welcome to Las Vegas” sign where memorials had been set up to 

remember the 58 men and women who tragically and senselessly lost their lives as the result of an 

absolutely evil act. 

 

It was humbling, to say the least.  To see these makeshift memorials…to see an area about the size of a 

city block surrounded by yellow police tape…and to see two boarded up hotel room windows where such 

an evil and heinous act was carried out was downright heartbreaking. 

 

Events like these are hard to grasp and they’re hard to comprehend because violent outbursts of evil 

(whether on Las Vegas Boulevard, in schools, or anywhere else) are hard to comprehend…especially as 

we approach the season of Advent and Christmas. 

 

These events simply don’t align with the message of “Peace on Earth” that we so often see on signs and 

on Christmas Cards at this time of year. And, honestly, they shouldn’t fit, because the peace that we so 

often think of is somewhat different than the peace that the Christ child came to bring. 

 

The arrival of God incarnate was not a guarantee that Satan would immediately subside and give up, nor 

was it a promise that the evil acts of mankind would cease to exist on this side of eternity.  No…Christ’s 

first Advent was for the purpose of bringing a peace that can only come through what initially appeared to 

be yet another sign of evil in all its fury – the Cross of Calvary. 
 

Continued on p. 2 
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December Sermon Series: 

Pastor Kurt Wenzelburger 

 
From heaven to earth and from cradle to cross, Jesus would stare 

evil in the face as He saw it more clearly than any other; and on 

that cross He would give His life so that evil could no longer have 

the final say nor lay claim on His children.  No…on the cross of 

Calvary (the cross that the Christ child came to bear), our Lord 

turned the tables on Satan and evil once and for all just like He 

turned the Cross into a never-ending message of hope. 

 

You want proof? Do you remember what greeted people from all over the world as they entered 

what has become known as “sin city” back in 2017? At the well-known entrance to Las Vegas stood 

cross after cross after cross – some with inscriptions that read “Christ is Risen!”  and “It is Finished.”  

At the very spot where millions of people enter a city that is known for reckless living, greed, 

gluttony, and other vile acts that stem from the evil hearts of mankind…were crosses, Bibles and 

hand-written  prayers. Yes…in the midst of evil’s violent outburst in a place where sin is known to go 

unchecked, people could see image after image of the cross of Jesus Christ while hearing local 

Christians sing of hope and peace that can only be found in the One who was born in Bethlehem 

over 2,000 years ago.  

 

Peace on earth in Vegas? Yes…a peace on earth that can only come from Jesus - the One who 

took on the evil and sin that Satan and this world could throw His way.  

 

I still pray for the families of those whose lives were taken on that tragic day in Las Vegas five years 

ago, just as I do for the many who mourn loved ones who have been taken from them as a result of 

evil rearing its ugly head on so many occasions before and since.  May we never forget those who 

are mourning, and may God bring to them the kind of peace and hope that can only be found in the 

Cross and empty tomb of the One who is born to us in Bethlehem.  Yes…may they and all of us 

alike find true peace in Jesus Christ – the One who has come…and who will soon return…to make 

all things new...proving that what happened in Bethlehem simply could not stay in Bethlehem. 

 

A blessed Christmas to all of you, and may God grant you true peace in the year to come. 

"The Spirit of Christmas" 

Advent is upon us and with it comes a new Sunday morning 

Sermon Series titled: "The Spirit of Christmas." Plan to join us for 

this three-week sermon series as we explore how Charles’ Dickens 

famous novel, “A Christmas Carol,” applies to our new lives given 

through the Christ child. 
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 Worship 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 
When the angels went away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  
Luke 2:15-16  
 
Greetings in Christ!  
 
One of the most beloved moments of Christmas 
Eve services in Christian congregations is the 
singing of “Silent Night,” which is sometimes 
accompanied by the lighting of candles. As one 
of the most famous Christmas carols, and one 
that is known throughout the world, we can 
easily overlook the rich teaching that the words 
share with us! Put concisely, we see that the 
infant Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary, is not only 
fully human but also the very Son of God, the 
Savior of the nations. The first stanza tells of the 
birth of Jesus, the second reflects upon the visit 
of the shepherds, and the third points to the 
newborn Jesus as the Son of God. 
 
At my previous parish, I had the joy of working 
with the kids from the early childhood center for 
their annual Christmas program, and in 
particular helping them to learn “Silent Night.” 
While we spoke about Jesus and the gift of 
salvation freely given through Him as taught in 
the hymn, we also learn about the night this 
hymn was first sung.  
 
On Christmas Eve of 1818, at St. Nicholas 
Church in the small town of Oberndorf, Austria, 
a Roman Catholic priest named Joseph Mohr 
(1792- 1848) gave a poem (which he had 
written two years earlier) to the church organist, 
Franz Gruber (1787-1863), and asked him to 
set it to music for two voices and guitar. That 
very same evening, Gruber gave the music to 
Mohr, and the two men sang the hymn with 
Mohr accompanying on the guitar. You may ask 
why a guitar was used when Gruber was the 
church organist. The organ was broken!  
 

 
Continued on p. 4 



4 

 

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP MODERN WORSHIP LIVESTREAM 

Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday - 11:00 a.m. Sunday - 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 

The Christmas season is upon us 
and I wanted to share with you a 
new song, “Emmanuel (He Has 
Come)” by Loop Worship. 
Emmanuel, which means God 
with us, is such a powerful 
statement and really is what this 
whole season is all about. (Isaiah 
7:14 and Matthew 1:22-23) The 
opening lyrics of this song remind 
us that on that night, darkness 
met the light, and heaven 
touched earth for all mankind. 
(John 8:12 and Colossians 1: 19-20) 
Our King came humbled as, “a 
baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a 
manger.” (Luke 2:12) God has a 
tendency not to do things the 
way we expect, and while this 
may catch us off guard, I believe 
it adds to the beauty of our story. 
Even when things might not 
appear the way we expected, our 
King has arrived, bringing us 
salvation. (Matthew 3:1-2 and 
Romans 6:23) Let’s worship Him 
with all the honor that is due to 
our Savior. Merry Christmas! 

Robert W. Costa  
Director Of Modern Worship 

The story of “Silent Night” did not end in Oberndorf. For the next 
twenty years, it spread throughout the world! In fact, an organ 
technician named Karl Mauracher, heard the carol and spread it 
throughout the Tyrol province of Austria. The Strasser and Rainer 
families, known for their concert tours, began to sing it and helped 
spread it across Europe. The Rainers toured the United States in 
1839, and reportedly introduced it in front of Alexander Hamilton’s 
cemetery memorial at Trinity Church on Wall Street in  
New York City.  
 
In many Lutheran congregations, it is still a tradition to sing part of 
“Silent Night” in German. The German text is printed in Lutheran 
Service Book (which you can find in the pews), though the words to 
Stanza 1 do not exactly match those of the English translation. 
Below is a comparison of the German Stanza 1 with an  
English translation:  
 
Stille Nacht! Heil’ge Nacht!  Silent night! Holy night!  
Alles schläft, Einsam wacht,  All are sleeping; only the dear  
Nur das traute heilige Paar,  holy couple keeps its lonely watch;  
Holder Knab im lockigten Haar,  sweet boy with curly hair,  
Schlafe in himlischer Ruh!  sleep in heavenly peace!  
Schlafe im him[m]lischer Ruh!  Sleep in heavenly peace!  
 
You may not imagine the infant Christ as having curly hair, and both 
Catholics and Lutherans in the nineteenth century questioned this. 
However, depictions of Jesus with curly hair were not uncommon in 
the part of Austria that Mohr was serving when he wrote the text.  
 
LSB also includes an alternate German wording of Stanza 1 that is 
known to some in the Missouri Synod. This version was most 
commonly seen in LCMS Sunday School hymnals and contains an 
altered reference to Mary and Joseph from “holy” to “blessed,” which 
may have been done due to a “Lutheran aversion to assigning Mary 
such a high status.” However, the Saxon Lutherans (among whom 
the founders of the LCMS are counted) used the original version, 
“complete with the holy couple and the curly hair.”  
 
St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf was damaged in the 1890s by high 
waters of the Salzach River and rebuilt, though a chapel known as 
the Stille-Nacht-Kapelle was built over the original altar site. As 
many of you who make trips to Frankenmuth may know, Wally 
Bronner in 1976 received permission from Oberndorf to build a 
replica of the chapel at the south entrance to Frankenmuth near his 
store. 
 
God’s blessings be with you as we await the coming of the Lord and 
celebrate His birth!  
 
In His Service,  
 
Charlie Russell 
Director of Traditional Music 
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HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURES – DECEMBER  and YEAR-END GIVING INFORMATION 

The Church Office will be closed on Friday, December 23, Monday, December 26, and Friday, December 
30.  The office will be open on Thursday, December 29, to receive year-end charitable contributions.  
Contributions received or postmarked by December 30, will be applied to your 2022 financial statement.  If 
you give online, it takes several days for these transactions to clear and actually hit St. Peter’s bank account.  
If a contributor wants their ACH or credit card donation posted in 2022, they must appear on St. Peter’s bank 
statement by December 31 (not after).   

Stewardship Commitment  

Cards 2023 

Stewardship commitment cards are 

available in the Church Office and at 

the Welcome Desk in the Narthex 

They are also available on the website 

to print or to fill out in a google form.  

We encourage you to prayerfully 

return your cards or fill out the online 

form by the end of the year. 

Online forms available here: https://

stpetermacomb.com/church/serve-

learn-grow-serve/stewardship/ 

 “TREASURES FOR TOMORROW” - BUILDING UP THE ENDOWMENT FUND! 

Did you know … St. Peter Church and School has an Endowment Fund? The goal of the Endowment is 

to raise at least $500,000, and then from that point on the earnings and interest can be used for many great 

ministry endeavors. 

Beginning in 2023, the Finance Board is proposing that every St. Peter Church and School parishioner, 

from 1 year old to 100+, consider making a donation on his or her birthday towards the Endowment 

Fund.  We propose that if a child is 5 years old, he/she donates $5.  If and adult is 50, they donate $50.  

Proportionally, each year the birthday donations would grow $1 per person. Of course, any monetary gift is 

welcome!  If everyone in the congregation donated this way the first year, we would raise roughly 

$145,000 and be well on our way to our $500,000 goal.  On a yearly basis, the congregation will be 

informed about the monies collected and perhaps even celebrate with a “Birthday Party” (cake and all) in the 

Fellowship Hall.   

Soon you will receive your first installment of 2023 offering envelopes in the mail. The weekly envelopes will 

support the General Fund and/or Debt Reduction. January’s packet will contain a special envelope entitled, 

“Birthday.”  All donations in this envelope will be applied to the Endowment Fund. Of course, you do not need 

to have that specific envelope to donate to the Endowment Fund.  Endowment Fund gifts can arrive in many 

forms … through Memorial and Thank Offerings, in plain envelopes and no envelope at all!  Just last month, 

we received several birthday offerings that are being applied to the 

Endowment Fund. Please consider adding your birthday gift too!     

The Finance Board is grateful to the congregation for their generosity in 
the area of monetary offering and is excited to present this endeavor to 
grow the St. Peter Endowment Fund.   

COMING SOON TO YOUR HOME! -  
2023 Offering Envelopes 

Are you tired of trying to remember to pick up your yearly offering 
envelopes?  Well…this year, there’ll be no need to remember to 
search for your box of envelopes among the many others that 
may or may not be in alphabetical order by the time you get to 
it.  That’s right!  This year, the 2023 offering envelopes will be 
directly mailed to your home.  In late December, the first of six 
packets of 2023 Envelopes will arrive through the mail.  In fact, bi
-monthly, you will receive a packet containing two months’ worth 
of envelopes.   

 Please contact the Church Office and ask to speak to Frieda 
Schluessler or email her at fschluessler@splcs.net if you 
have any questions about offering envelopes.  

 Please contact the Finance Office and ask to speak to Maria 
Morelli or email her at mmorelli@splcs.net if you have any 
questions about electronic giving. 

mailto:fschluessler@splcs.net
mailto:mmorelli@splcs.net
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Service 

Praise Report 

St. Peter Macomb members were so generous! Thank you to those who participated 

in the November Food Drive. Our shelves are filling up, and we are so grateful for the 

donations. Those in need will have a joyous Christmas worrying less about food. 

Simply Give Program-Mark Your Calendar 

The Meijer store located at 23 Mile Rd. and Gratiot is sponsoring Hope for The Hungry Pantry for their 

Christmas SimplyGive program. Past programs have provided thousands of dollars in gift cards that we use 

to purchase much needed food. The program runs from now through December 31. Customers may 

purchase $10 pledge cards which are matched dollar for dollar by Meijer. On December 17, it's double 

match day! Meijer will match all $10 donations with $20...so mark your calendars! 

Are you a Thrivent Member? 

Did you know all Thrivent members can apply for two Action Grants per year (valued at 

$250 each), and your Thrivent Choice Dollars can be directed to Hope for the Hungry 

Pantry. Whether it’s an Action Grant or Choice Dollars, we’ll put your donation to good 

use by purchasing food, supplies, and equipment. If you have questions or need 

assistance, please contact your Thrivent Rep or Karen Foust at (586) 491-0652 or 

karenwiegand@gmail.com. 

Food Drives All Year Long 
Our monthly food needs are now exceeding the supplies we receive from Macomb Food Program, and we 
need your help. Hosting a Food Drive is a great opportunity for any Boy or Girl Scout troop, sports team, or 
classroom to fulfil their community service obligations. We can help by providing a list of our most needed 
items. Please contact Karen Foust at (586) 491-0652 or email her at karenwiegand@gmail.com. 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Truck Unloading: November 30 and December 14 from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  

Volunteers may be asked to help empty a pick-up truck or SUV vehicle, date 

boxes and put items on shelves. 

 Food Distribution: December 1 from 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. and December 15 

from 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Volunteers may be asked to prepare produce boxes, 

bag frozen items, help load cars and clean areas. 

 Apartment Deliveries: December 3 help is needed to pack and deliver food to two local apartment 

complexes. Stephen Ministry accompanies the delivery for residents that would like to talk or pray. This is 

an ongoing event the first Saturday of each month. 

 Packing Boxes is always available for families, teams, groups, 

or individuals. Most Monday and Wednesday opportunities from 

6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. are currently available but arrangements 

must be made in advance. 

If you would like to volunteer or need more information, please 
contact me or visit hopeforthehungrypantry.org. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Karen Foust, Chairperson  

mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/JayM/OneDrive/Documents/Hope%20for%20the%20Hungry/hopeforthehungrypantry.org
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Festival Choir Rehearsals As we approach Advent and Christmas, if you are interested in singing with the 

Festival Choir, please join us for rehearsals at 7:00 p.m. in the Music Room on the following days: Thursdays, 

December 1 and 8. Rehearsals on Dec. 15 and 22 will be in the Sanctuary. The Festival Choir will sing for 

Lessons & Carols (8:00 & 9:30 a.m. on Sun., December 18) as well as Christmas Eve (Sat., December 24 at 

7:00 & 9:00 p.m.). If you would like to join, please contact Charlie Russell at crussell@splcs.net. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING will be on Saturday, December 3. Please note the guys putting up the outdoor 

nativity will be starting at 9:00 a.m. and the inside crew will start at 9:30 a.m. as the Preschool will be in the 

sanctuary at 9:00 a.m. for a short time. We appreciate everyone's help - the decorations add so much to our 

worship over the Christmas season. What goes up must come down so take down is scheduled for Saturday, 

January 14, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. It's an easy job when everyone pitches in! Please contact Vickie Wangelin 

(586) 749-3325 if you have any questions. 

Board of Trustees and Altar Guild 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS can be purchased in memory or in honor of a loved one. We will place them in 

the chancel area for Christmas Eve. Order forms are on the Welcome Desk and must be turned into the 

Church Office by Sunday, December 4. The cost is $14.00 and is payable with your order. Please make 

checks out to Women's Ministry. The poinsettias may be picked up after the Christmas Day service. 

Sunday Morning Co-op Nursery In an effort to provide a safe nursery space for our young children during 

the 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. church services, we would like to offer families the opportunity to participate in 

our co-op nursery. How this would work is as follows: if you would like to utilize the nursery during a church 

service, you would need to sign up to volunteer in the nursery on a rotation basis. How often you would work 

will be dependent upon how many families would like to participate. Lutheran North students are also invited 

to participate in order to earn NOAH hours. Anyone who would participate would need to complete the St. 

Peter Safety training, and high school students need to have a signed parental permission slip. 

if you are interested in this service, please contact the nursery coordinator, Kaitlyn Anspach, at 

Kaitlyn.anspach@yahoo.com. 

CALLING ALL COFFEE AND DOUGHNUT LOVERS!  

WE NEED HELP WITH DOUGHNUT CLEAN UP ON SUNDAYS! 

The Christian Growth Board needs your help! If you attend St. Peter church services on Sundays, you may 

know that doughnuts and coffee are served in the Crossroads before/after all services. It is a great way to 

catch up with family and friends over a fresh brewed cup of hot coffee (or tea) and enjoy a delicious fresh 

donut! Fellowship at its best! 

In order to continue offering this service, we need volunteers to help clean up the doughnuts and coffee after 

the 11:00 a.m. service on Sundays. (Approximate time is 12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.). If you can spare some time 

to help keep this service rolling, we would appreciate your help! 

Use the link below to select a date your family can help. If you need to change your date, please follow the 

instructions on the SignUpGenius reminder so we are notified. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Christian Growth Board Members: 

Beth LaFave - (586) 260-1577 - balafave@yahoo.com 

Liz Lee - (586) 623-7100 - Lizboik@yahoo.com 

Lisa Ventimiglio (586) 405-9272 - lventimiglio@splcs.net 

GOD BLESS YOU! WE "DONUT" KNOW WHAT WE WILL DO WITHOUT YOUR HELP! 

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f45a9ac22a3fd0-sunday 

mailto:crussell@splcs.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f45a9ac22a3fd0-sunday
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Donations for Samaritan’s Purse/Shoebox 

Ministry: LWML partners with Grace Lutheran 

Fellowship, Romeo in this ministry. Various ladies 

at Grace pack all of the boxes and have them 

shipped to wherever they are needed most this 

year. 

Following are some of the items needed to fill 

these shoeboxes for children: 

 Hotel size bars of soap  

 Shampoo  

 Conditioner  

 Lotions  

 Deodorant  

 Dental floss  

 Toothpaste  

 Children’s socks  

 Pencils  

 Crayons  

 Small toys 

 

You may deposit them into the appropriate 

drawers in the Church Coat Room or into the 

LWR tub. 

Questions: contact Joyce Schwark at  

(586) 524-9328 Thank you! 

Thank You... 

Memorial Offerings 

In loving memory of Hope Watson,  
a contribution has been given to: 
Church Ministry by James and 

Dale Westberry 
Moving Forward by Jerry and Janet Stange, 

Don and Diane Zienert 
The Giving Tree (Parsonage Floor) by Roy 

and Karen Fagg,  Karen Gluski, Jim Schwark 

Thank Offerings 

In thanksgiving for blessings received,  
a contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by the Senior Card Club. 

Honduras Mission Trip - MOST Ministries 

July 8-15, 2023, in La Paz.  

Using a simple testing system created for MOST 
Ministries, members of this team will distribute 

eyeglasses to those in need.  

More information at stpetermacomb.com. Questions, 
contact Pastor Arendell at marendell@splcs.net or  

(313) 969-4075. 

The Preschool would like to extend a HUGE thank you to Neimann Farms for again this year donating a 

portion of their Tuesday sales to the preschool.  What a blessing you are to the program!!  

As winter approaches we would like to thank the weeding crew for keeping the landscaping around the 

Church and Preschool looking clean and neat this past summer. They weed once a week on a rotating 

schedule. The crew for this year consisted of the Ellsworth family, the Darga family, the Rosenthal family, the 

Mathews family, Linda and Mark Schwark, Jerry Schuetz, John Hurner, and Bob Kogelmann. We thank them 

for their time and commitment. For next year we will have an opening for one or two new helpers. If 

interested, please contact the Church Office. 

The Board of Trustees would like to thank Don and Diane Zienert of Zienert’s Sprinklers for winterizing our 

lawn sprinklers again at our church and at His Rock.  

HEROES SAVING LIVES - Thanks to all who donated to our American Red Cross Blood Drive on Sunday, 

November 20! We collected 35 units of whole blood which was 9 units above our goal. Many area hospital 

patients were helped by the generosity of our St. Peter community. We are thankful for the able assistance of 

Lillian, Jeanette, Christel, Katelyn, Jenna, Blake, and McCansey in making this drive a big success. Praise 

God for lives being saved through your generosity! Watch for our next blood drive to be held on March 19, 

2023. Blessings, Paula Hoegemeyer 
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Connection 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: 

Do you have a family member, loved one, or 

have an acquaintance with someone who is 

not engaging in a relationship by God’s 

design? Do you struggle with how to interact 

with them, not wanting to judge others but to 

show God’s love and just meet them where 

they are at? Then the Family and Friends of 

LGBT support group is for you! We will meet 

tentatively on the third Thursday of each 

month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small 

Conference Room in the Administration 

Wing. For questions, please call Carol 

Poterek at (586) 566-3785. 

“Continue steadfastly 
in prayer, being 

watchful in it with 
thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2  

 
Moms in Prayer- Moms…and women! Come and 
join us each week as we pray for our children, 
schools, and community. Groups meet Mondays 
from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. (Zoom), Tuesdays in-
person from 8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. at His Rock (doors 
open at 8:00 a.m.) and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m.
-10:00 a.m. (Zoom). Please contact Kelly Chirco or 
Nicki Wargo (nwargo@splcs.net) for more 
information.   
 
Men and dad prayer warriors? We are looking for 
a leader for a Dads in Prayer group. Please contact 
Nicki Wargo if you are interested 
(nwargo@splcs.net). 

Wednesday Women In The Word Bible Study 

9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Large Conference Room (Enter Door #28) 

Will meet: December 7 and 14 (recess for 

Christmas and the New Year)  

Returning: January 11, 2023.  

Have a blessed Christmas and New Year! 

Questions, contact Karen Gluski at 

rkgluski2@gmail.com.  

“Body and Soul” Bible Study  

Led by Terry Davis 

9:30 a.m. on Sundays 

For more information about current and 

upcoming Bible studies and small groups, 

please visit stpetermacomb.com 

Advent Dinners: Join us from 4:30-6:30 p.m. for food and fellowship in between our Advent services on 

November 30, December 7 and 14!  

Nov. 30 -  Chicken noodle soup and salad (provided by the Elders) 

December 7 - Pulled pork sandwiches and sides (provided by St. Peter teachers & staff) 

December 14 - Taco bar (provided by the Board of Christian Growth) 

mailto:nwargo@splcs.net
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NURSING HOME MINISTRY - Everyone is welcome to join us on the fourth Thursday of each month 
as we gather at the Orchards - Armada Village to sing and have a short worship service with the 
residents. We also walk across the parking lot to do the same with the residents at the assisted living 
center. We currently have a few St. Peter members there who really enjoy our visits. We meet at 
2:00 p.m. Please call Vickie Wangelin (586) 749-3325 if you have any questions or would like to 
carpool. Just a smile and sharing the love of Jesus brings so much joy to our elderly friends.  

The fall session of GriefShare is wrapping up on 

Tuesday, December 13 and Thursday, 

December 15. We will begin our winter session 

on Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m. and 

Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. on January 12. 

We meet in the Large Conference Room in the 

office area of the church. If you are grieving the 

loss of a loved one or know someone who may 

benefit from these sessions, please feel free to 

attend any session which is convenient for you. 

As a reminder, if you have attended previous 

sessions of GriefShare, you are more than 

welcome to attend again. The theme for 

GriefShare is “From Mourning to Joy”. With 

God’s love and comfort, the videos, workbook 

and discussions offered through GriefShare, 

your broken heart can begin the healing process. 

We will also be hosting a one session event for 

those who have lost a spouse. This session will 

be on Sunday, January 8, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. in 

the Large Conference Room. Please share this 

information with anyone you know which may 

benefit from attending this session. We will also 

repeat this session in February 2023. Just a 

reminder, we will gather again for Surviving the 

Holidays on December 11 at 2:00 p.m. If you are 

grieving and concerned about the holidays, this 

video and discussion which follows, offers 

practical advice for the holiday season.  

Advent by Candlelight 

December 6, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 

Theme: "Advent Promise"  

Speakers: Rev. Robert & Debbie Kasper and 

Cheryl Spaulding 

Music: Charles Russell & Adult Handbell Choir 

Charity: Peacemakers International 

Eight per table (freewill offering) 

To reserve a table, please contact Lisa 

Ventimiglio at lventimiglio@splcs.net. 

Christmas Caroling: Please join members of the St. Peter Women’s Ministry on Thursday, 

December 15 at 10:00 a.m. for caroling at The Orchards – Armada Village (formerly Advantage 

Living Center). We will share the reading of Christ’s birth from the Gospel of Luke and sing many 

carol favorites. All voices are welcome! The residents always look forward to visitors, and we are 

called to share God’s love with others. After one and a half hours of caroling (at both buildings) we 

will then be going to Papa’s Family Restaurant in downtown Armada at noon for lunch. We’d love for 

you to join us there as well. Please call or text by December 10 if you will be coming to lunch so 

reservations can be made in advance. Contact Lois Bellhorn at (586) 770-3002. 

ONE Theme Shirts/Hoodies will be available for purchase before and 

after worship services on December 10 and 11. Also, between Advent 

services on December 14. These sales go to support our Parent-

Teacher League (PTL). Sales will be in the Crossroads. Cash or check 

only please. Thank you for your support! 

This year the Women’s Ministry COOKIE 

WALK will be held December 10 and 11 in the 

Fellowship Hall (south end). Each lady is 

asked to bring her favorite homemade cookies 

in a disposable container in whatever amount 

she is able to make. Cookies may be brought 

to church Entrance Door #1 on Saturday, 

December 10 between 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 

p.m. or before the 6:00 p.m. service. There will 

be a cart at the entrance to put them onto. 

Thank you! Women’s Ministry Board 
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Christian Yoga Come join us for a faith filled gentle 

yoga experience. Becky will guide us through prayerful 

meditation, stretching, and postures, embracing our 

mind, body, and spirit that God has given to us. All ages 

are welcome. Bring a yoga mat, water, and a joyful spirit 

for this class that will meet every Thursday from 4:30 

p.m.-5:30 p.m. in the Church Narthex. The cost is $10/

session drop in. Enter through Door #1 on the southeast 

side of the church. Contact Paula for more information 

hoegemeyer@att.net or (586) 322-2319. 

Stay Healthy Exercise Are you feeling tired, stiff or just 

not yourself? We have the answer. Join some spiritual 

men and women in a morning of exercise and motivation. 

People of all ages are welcome and can benefit. Shannon, 

our instructor, tailors the class to the audience. We work 

on our hearts, minds, and souls as we stretch, lift weights, 

and raise our heart rate slowly through low impact, easy to 

follow movements.  Grab water, weights (two to five 

pounds), and a mat, and join us each Monday morning 

from 9:00-10:00 a.m.  We will help you feel better from 

your head to your toes!  Classes are $5/session on a drop

-in basis and are held in the Church Narthex. Enter 

through Door #1 on the southeast side of the church. 

Contact Paula for more information hoegemeyer@att.net 

or (586) 322-2319. 

DivorceCare and DC4K  If you have 

struggled through a divorce or separation 

in your marriage or know someone who 

has, please  consider joining us  for 

DivorceCare on Tuesday evenings at 

7:00 in the Large Conference Room in 

the Office, accessed through Door #28.  

Meetings began on September 20, and 

this Fall term will continue for thirteen 

weeks until December 13. Each week 

provides a different and stand-alone topic 

of care and concern for those who have 

been or are divorced or separated.  

Topics include: Deep Hurt, Road to 

Recovery, Anger, Grief and Depression, 

Loneliness, Fears and Anxiety, Family 

and Friends, Financial and Legal Issues, 

Conflict, Forgiveness, Your Former 

Spouse, Single Living, and Brighter Days.  

Each topic includes a video, workbook, 

and time for discussion.   

On Sunday, December 11, at 2:00 p.m., 

we are hosting DivorceCare – 

Surviving the Holidays. This free, one-

hour session gives helpful and 

practical suggestions for getting 

through Christmas as a person in a 

divorce or separation situation.  

Please join us in the Administrative 

Conference Room for this one-time 

session.   

Also available is DivorceCare for Kids 

(DC4K) for children ages 5 – 12 whose 

families are in a separation or divorce 

situation. Sessions mirror that of the 

adults but are geared for the needs and 

concerns of the children in a divorce.  

Like the DivorceCare sessions, each is a 

stand-alone session with video and 

workbook. Children learn how to navigate 

the struggles of divorce and separation 

and come out healthy. 

For more information, please contact 
Anne Westphal at (248)909-4230, or by 
email at awestphal56@hotmail.com. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

There is no December meeting as “Advent by Candlelight” is 

December 6, and we encourage all ladies to attend. 

Remember that December 10 and 11 is the Cookie Walk. We 

are asking that each lady who is able to bake, make as many 

as they want. We are not asking for a certain amount.   

Next meeting is January 12, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. We will be making fleece blankets for 

Compassion Pregnancy. If you see material on sale between 

now and then, make sure to pick it up ahead of time. 

January Brunch Committee:  

Captain: Marian Krakowski, Helpers: Karen Bowers and 

Phyllis Stade. 

January Devotions: Vickie Wangelin 

January Mite Box Counters: Sue Koss, Lois Bellhorn, 

Joyce Schwark 

Have a blessed Christmas and New Year! 

Women’s Ministry Board 

mailto:hoegemeyer@att.net
mailto:hoegemeyer@att.net
mailto:awestphal56@hotmail.com
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 Education 
 Our entire Sunday School—teachers, helpers and students—are busy practicing songs and 
recitations for our Christmas Service. We will present the service entitled: “Celebrate the 
Names of Jesus” on December 11 at the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
 
Parents and guardians of Sunday School students, please have your child (children) in Sunday 
School on December 4 for our mass rehearsal. This rehearsal will be held in Kaiser Hall. We will all 
meet in Kaiser Hall promptly at 9:30 a.m. to prepare for this special service. On December 11, the 
day of our service, please bring your children directly to the North Fellowship Hall ( behind our 
sanctuary) so teachers and helpers can get them prepared for our processional. 
 
As always thank you for bringing your children to Sunday School to learn the love of Jesus, our 

Savior! 
 
We will break from Sunday School Dec. 18, 25, and Jan. 1. We will resume Jan. 8.  
 
Our Sunday School wishes our St. Peter Family a very happy, healthy and blessed Christmas! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pat Losey, Sunday School Superintendent 

Sunday 
School 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 
St. Peter High School Youth – Recharge 

December is a busy month, and we know it, so we are only meeting twice! 

Sunday, December 4 3:00-5:00 p.m. - What is a Chrismon? Not only learn about them but make 

some to decorate His Rock. We will also address the Christmas cards we made with Special Guest 

Leaders: Phil and Nicki Wargo. 

Sunday, December 11 NO RECHARGE 

Sunday, December 18 3:00-5:00 p.m. - Christmas Gathering-Celebrate the birth of our Savior with 

food and our own Nativity Scavenger Hunt. 

On break until January 8! 
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Life Team 

For Life Team questions, comments or concerns,  please contact Carol at carolpoterek@gmail.com. 

lutheransforlife.org 

www.lflmi.org  

In this post midterm election season, and with the outcome of Proposal 3 there 
are feelings of disappointment, discouragement and anger. Those feelings are 
understandable!  Here are some encouraging excerpts first from Gina Spehn’s 
Facebook post of a message by Danny Cox, and then from Pastor Dave Davis - 
President of the LCMS.  

As the sun slowly rises over all the cities of our beautiful state of Michigan this 
morning, I cannot help but think of the emotions that are running so high 
considering all that has transpired as we slept. Our reality is half of all 
Michiganders are waking up thrilled, joyful, and claiming victory and the other half devastated, angry, and 
sorrowful feeling defeated. I had to remind myself over and over this morning that, especially in these 
times, Jesus-centered, Kingdom minded, people must take a moment to recenter themselves on the 
radical and counterintuitive nature of the teachings, ways, and person of Jesus. We are called to love our 
neighbors as ourselves AND love our perceived or real enemies in these moments. What does that 
mean? If you are feeling victorious, remember that your neighbor may feel angry and sorrowful. You are 
not called to boast but rather to a posture of considering ALL people better than yourself and to 
compassion. If you are angry and sorrow filled, remember that you are not called to attack your neighbor 
but rather see them as Christ saw others, even in the midst of pain, as precious and of unsurpassable 
worth. Over all things, Jesus-centered people must continue to remind each other and ourselves that the 
Kingdom of God is NOT the kingdom of this world. We are called to fully participate in this life and to help 
usher in the fragrance and essence of the Kingdom of Heaven. We are ambassadors, representatives, of 
God’s Kingdom. Ultimately God will be victorious overall and in all. God holds all things together.  

As the people of God, we should remain dauntless in supporting life and continue to support families. 
And, even more than focusing on changing people’s voting habits, we want to be used by God so that 
through the power of the Holy Spirit through the gospel we can change hearts and lives that God’s will be 
done and together we would have the mind of Christ. 

Final thoughts…. 

May we remember that all politics, platforms, legalities, borders, and leaders are “temporary.” 
 
May we resist the temptation to place ultimate trust in any person, policy, party, movement, or nation—
even a beautiful idea that is embodied by a nation—because there is no nation with an eternal 
foundation. Not one. 
 
May we know that God’s Kingdom is not of this world, but of the world that is coming and that kingdom is 
not yet here as it should and will be. 
 
May we see our work in the world—all our callings and activities—as a participation in bringing the 
Kingdom of Heaven to earth. 
 
May our posture toward every human leader be driven by respectful prayer, and where protest, 
prophecy, and non-violent resistance are needed may we have the courage to speak, oppose, and 
critique in humility and charity. 
 
May we trust that Providence is working behind the scenes of history to draw all things to a good, fitting, 
and proper end with justice, mercy, and love.  

For more information please visit: www.lutheransforlife.org and www.lflmi.org  

http://www.lflmi.org
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Mr. Charles Russell 
Director of  

Traditional Worship 

Mr. Robert W. Costa 
Director of Modern  

Worship and Communications 

 
ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for January Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on December 15. 

Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - atebay@splcs.net.  

All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting (table, text boxes, etc.) in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 

Mr. Tim Leinberger 

Principal 

Rev. Mark Arendell 

Pastor of Care Ministries 

Rev. Craig Meyer 

Pastor Emeritus 

 

17051 24 Mile Road, Macomb, Michigan 48042 
Church: (586) 781-3434   School: (586) 781-9296 

StPeterMacomb.com 

Please visit StPeterMacomb.com to see other 

opportunities to worship through Sunday School, 

Bible studies, small groups and more! 

Worship Service Times: 

St. Peter Lutheran Church and School is a member congregation of The LCMS. 

Mrs. Sandra LaPerriere 

Assistant Principal 

Saturday 6:00 p.m. Traditional 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Traditional 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Traditional 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. Modern 

Ms. Diane Hernden 

Business Manager 

Rev. Kurt Wenzelburger 

Senior Pastor 


