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KEYNOTES 

February 2023 
Our mission is to glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ. 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

Stain Removal 
 

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!” Psalm 51:1-2 

 

There are good reasons as to why King David began Psalm 51 with these words…or, maybe it makes better 

sense to say that there were “bad” reasons. Having just been confronted by the Lord’s prophet (Nathan), 

King David realized he could no longer hide his sinfulness from God. After all, David (the beloved King of 

Israel) had made a series of choices that went from bad to worse. 

 

First, he allowed his attraction to another man’s wife (Bathsheba) to go unbridled, and then he tried to cover 

up his sin with a plan that would make it look like her husband, Uriah, was the father of the child she was 

now carrying as a result of her adulterous relationship with David. And the result of David’s desire to cover 

up, rather than own up? Bathsheba was pregnant with a child who was not her husband’s, and her husband 

was dead as a result of David’s murderous plot to selfishly conceal his own sins at all costs. 

 

I suppose it doesn’t have to be a scenario as dramatic as what took place in David’s life, but have you ever 

tried to hide something that was a result of your own choices and decisions? Maybe it was something you 

did as a child, a teenager, or even as an adult. Whatever it was, if you’ve ever tried to hide something for any 

period of time, then you can understand what David came to understand: No matter how well you think you 

can keep your sins hidden…if they are not dealt with, the stains remain.   

 

That’s why these words from Psalm 51 are not only fitting for every one of us as we approach the Lenten 

season of penitence, but they are also words that we humbly confess and pray each and every day. And, as 

we do, my prayer is that we closely pay attention to the verbs (the action words) that David was led to write, 

because it’s in these words of action that we see what our Savior, Jesus, does for us daily in Holy Baptism.  

 

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out 

my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!” 

 

When we acknowledge what David acknowledged - that our stains can never be hidden from God, the only 

option is to confess them and allow God to do what only God can do. Blot them out… wash us 

completely…and cleanse us in a way that can only be done through the precious blood of Jesus that was 

shed for us on the cross of Calvary. 

 

Continued on p. 2 
 



2 

Lent Sermon Series: 

   A blessed Lenten journey to you and yours, 

Pastor Kurt Wenzelburger 

 

So…are you hiding anything? Are there stains that you think are only known to you? Are there 

stains that you think you can take care of on your own? Then learn from David’s story and discover 

in this beautiful Psalm that we need not hide or attempt to conceal the stains of our sins any longer. 

No…simply allow the Holy Spirit of our Savior to lead you to humbly and boldly confess them 

before our heavenly Father…and hand them over to the only One who can do for us what He did 

for David: 

 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
 
Let me 

hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, 

and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me 

the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. (Psalm 51:7-12) 

 

May the Holy Spirit continue to make known that, because of Christ’s walk to Calvary, along with 

His sacrificial death and life-giving resurrection, you have been purged…washed…cleansed…

because, in His mercy, you are a forgiven and redeemed child of God today and forever. 

The Lenten season is upon us and with it will bring two sermon 

series to help us focus on our journey to the cross with Jesus. "Cross 

Words" will be our theme for Sunday mornings as we focus on the 

words that our Savior spoke from the cross, along with the powerful 

and intentional meaning behind each of them.  

  

During the five Wednesdays that follow Ash Wednesday, our 

"Meals with Jesus" midweek series will highlight the great truths that 

Christ shared around a meal or celebration. As God's people, we 

have an opportunity to feed off the One who is the Bread of Life as 

we approach Holy Week where we will quite literally be fed 

forgiveness, mercy, and strength once again through the body and 

blood of our Savior. 

Join us beginning Ash Wednesday, February 22, as we kick off our Lenten season; and don't forget 

that we will once again offer the Imposition of Ashes at our Ash Wednesday services at 3:30 p.m. 

(Traditional) and 7:00 p.m. (Modern).  



3 

 

 Worship 

Ash Wednesday, February 22 - The Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 

will be offered at both services (3:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.). 

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness!” 
 
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and 
like the sound of mighty pearls of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the 
Almighty reigns.” Revelation 19:6  
 
Greetings in Christ!  
 
We do not always get to observe a long Epiphany season. The season’s length is dependent on 
when Easter falls, and may be as long as nine Sundays! The Season of Epiphany is one of the 
oldest seasons in Christianity, second only to Easter. We are reminded of Jesus’ manifestation (or 
epiphany) as God and man, knowing that we may come to God’s temple to worship because 
Jesus is the “new temple,” God in human flesh! This season is marked at its beginning and ending 
by two feasts: The Epiphany of Our Lord (January 6) and Transfiguration (this year, February 19).  
 
Transfiguration Sunday is the last Sunday of the Season of Epiphany, and commemorates the 
moment when Jesus’ disciples saw the Lord in His divine splendor, as the center of the Law 
(Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah). Jesus proclaims that He is the long-awaited One, who has 
come to die for the sins of the world and be raised again in glory. As Transfiguration Sunday is the 
last Sunday before Lent, we say “Farewell to Alleluia” (until Easter) with the hymn “Alleluia, Song 
of Gladness” (LSB 417).  

Continued on p. 2 
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TRADITIONAL WORSHIP MODERN WORSHIP LIVESTREAM 

Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday - 11:00 a.m. Sunday - 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 

This month I wanted to 
share with you the song 
“See A Victory” by Elevation 
Worship. This song came 
out a few years ago but has 
been an anthem that has 
been at the top of my 
playlist these past few 
months. In this world we 
will have many trials but as 
believers in Christ we can 
have confidence knowing 
that He has already 
overcome what we cannot. 
(John 16:33) There is only 
one guaranteed victory in 
this life and it’s through 
Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 
15:57-58) As I challenged you 
in my article from January, 
in your darkest moments, 
let prayer and worship be 
your first response. In Christ 
we can see a victory! 

Robert W. Costa  
Director Of Modern Worship 

The earliest example we find of this hymn is found back in the 
tenth and eleventh centuries! While we do not know who the 
author is, we can assume that the text originated in Anglo-
Saxon England. It fell into disuse by the time of the 
Reformation, but it was rediscovered in the nineteenth century. 
In many congregations, it has been used as the final hymn on 
Transfiguration Sunday as a “Farewell to Alleluia” before Ash 
Wednesday.  
 
John Mason Neale (1818-66), who translated many Greek and 
Latin hymns into English, provided a translation of this hymn in 
the 1850s. He was particularly taken with a “farewell to alleluia” 
from a liturgy used in Spain before the Reformation and quoted 
heavily from it.  
 
The Hebrew word alleluia is part of the Church’s order of 
service as an expression of praise and is described in Stanza 1 
as a “voice of joy that cannot die.” This song of praise belongs 
not only to us here on earth, but to the eternal song in heaven. 
As we approach the penitential season of Lent, we 
acknowledge that we still struggle with sin in this world as 
“mourning exiles.” As we journey through Lent, we contrast our 
experience in this world of sin with our true heavenly home: 
“alleluia cannot always be our song while here below,” while it 
remains the eternal song in heaven. In the final stanza we sing 
a last joyful alleluia, where we anticipate the alleluias that are 
sung eternally in heaven, which “lies before us in welcome.”  
 
The stately tune that is paired with the text, LAUDA ANIMA, 
also has its roots in the British Isles. It was composed by John 
Goss (1800- 80), who served as organist at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in London and was a professor of harmony at the 
Royal Academy of Music. In the tradition of J.S. Bach, Goss 
would not begin composing until asking the Lord’s blessing, 
writing the initials “I.N.D.A.” (In the name of the Lord Amen) on 
many manuscripts. The tune is traditionally also paired with the 
text “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” (LSB 793), which 
has been sung at important occasions including presidential 
funerals, the most recent case being George H.W. Bush in 
2018.  
 
As we sing our “farewell to alleluia” and begin the season of 
Lent, we do so confidently in the assurance of the everlasting 
alleluias that are sung in heaven! As we sing in response to the 
salvation won for us in Christ Jesus, our voices are truly joined 
with the eternal song of the saints in heaven.  
 
In His Service,  
 
Charlie Russell 

Director of Traditional Music 
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Service 

Help! The Christian Growth Board needs your help! We need volunteers to help clean up the doughnuts and 

coffee after the 11:00 a.m. service on Sundays. (Approximate time is 12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.) If you can spare 

some time to help keep this service rolling, we would appreciate your help! 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Christian Growth Board Members: 

Beth LaFave - (586) 260-1577 - balafave@yahoo.com, Liz Lee - (586) 623-7100 - Lizboik@yahoo.com, Lisa 

Ventimiglio (586) 405-9272 - lventimiglio@splcs.net 

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f45a9ac22a3fd0-sunday 

Hope for The Hungry Pantry kicked off 2023 with a HUGE Gleaners Kroger food drive. 

We received 75 shopping carts full of food! So many volunteers helped during this two-

day food drive on January 14 and 15. Some volunteers handed out fliers inside the 

stores, others transported food back to the Pantry, while a team of volunteers sorted and 

put food items on shelves. Two local Kroger stores participated in the food drive: 26 Mile 

Road & Van Dyke and 23 Mile Road & Hayes. A special thanks to those store managers 

and employees. 

Thank you to the Anchor Bay Angels Girls Softball Team (and parents) who helped during 

January’s distribution. We appreciate all your helping hands. 

Thanks and praise for hundreds of pounds of meat that were donated to the Pantry. Also, a 

special thank you to Memphis Drugs for their generous donation of 50 cases of hand 

sanitizer. We continue to share all of these blessings with our Pantry families. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Truck Unloading: February 1 and February 15 from 9:30 a.m.- 10:30 a.m.  

Volunteers may be asked to help empty trucks or SUVs, date boxes and put items  

on shelves. 

 Food Distribution: February 2 from 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. and February 16 from 11:30 

a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Volunteers may be asked to prepare produce boxes, bag frozen items, help load cars 

and clean areas. 

 Apartment Deliveries: February 4 help is needed to pack and delivery food to two local 

apartment complexes. Stephen Ministry accompanies the delivery for residents that 

would like to talk or pray. This is an ongoing event the first Saturday of each month. 

 Packing Boxes is always available for families, teams, groups, or individuals. Most 

Monday and Wednesday 6:15 p.m.-7:15 p.m. are currently available, but arrangements 

must be made in advance. 

If you would like to volunteer or need more information, please contact me or visit 

hopeforthehungrypantry.org. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Karen Foust, Chairperson  

(586) 491-0652 or karenwiegand@gmail.com  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f45a9ac22a3fd0-sunday
file:///C:/Users/JayM/OneDrive/Documents/Hope%20for%20the%20Hungry/hopeforthehungrypantry.org
mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember a special 

occasion or loved one by purchasing flowers for the 

front of church? Maybe it's a birthday, anniversary, 

baptism, wedding, or just a special day to honor 

someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's easy to do 

and it will be noted in the weekly bulletin. The cost is 

$25. Checks made payable to:  

St. Peter Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church Office.  
Thank You... 

LWML: We are again beginning the year 

collecting the following items for the Wellness 

Kits for Lutheran World Relief: 

 Bath-size bars of soap 

 Bath-size towels (new or gently used) 

 Adult tooth brushes 

 Combs 

 Metal nail clippers 

If you wish to donate any of these items, you 

may deposit them into the bin marked Lutheran 

World Relief in the Church Coat Room off of the 

Narthex. 

Note: Also continue collecting used postage 

stamps, lotions, soaps, shampoos, etc. These 

are also deposited into the appropriate drawers 

in the Church Coat Room. These items are sent 

to “Stamps for Wounded Warriors” and 

Samaritan’s Purse (Shoebox Ministry). 

If you have questions regarding any of the 

information, please contact Joyce Schwark, St. 

Peter LWML Rep. at (586) 524-9328. Thank you! 

Memorial Offerings 

Thank Offerings 

In loving memory of Robert Fuhrman, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Debt Reduction by Ed and Linda Dunklau 

In loving memory of Hope Watson, 

a contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Lloyd and Joan Geering, 

Gary and Rhonda Glefke, Dennis and Cheryl 

Parson, Dana Prieskorn, Ronnie and Cathy 

Prieskorn, Arleen Sawitzky, Frieda Schluessler, 

David and Karen Shall, Dale and Shirley Wiegand  

In loving memory of Lois Zampick, 
a contribution has been given to: 

Music Ministry by Marv and Pat Warnez 

In celebration and thanksgiving for 

Marion Krakowski’s birthday,  

a contribution has been given to: 

The Endowment Fund by Stan and 

Marion Krakowski 

In celebration and thanksgiving for 

Bill Thompson’s birthday, 

a contribution has been given to: 

The Endowment Fund by Bill and 

Merlene Thompson 

For blessings received,  
a contribution has been given to: 

The Giving Tree by Bob and  
Judy Juengel 

Dear St. Peter (College Fund),  

Thank you so much for organizing financial assistance 

for me as I begin my studies at Concordia University! 

The monetary gift is such a blessing towards my 

education and future in church work. Thank you!  

 

God’s Blessings, 

Anastasia Brown 

Red Cross Blood Drive  

Sunday, March 19 in Kaiser Hall 

7:30 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 

Register at redcrossblood.org 
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Connection 

“Continue steadfastly in 
prayer, being watchful in it 

with thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2  

 
Moms in Prayer- Moms…and women! Come 
and join us each week as we pray for our 
children, schools, and community. Groups meet 
Mondays from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. (Zoom), 
Tuesdays in-person from 8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. at 
His Rock (doors open at 8:00 a.m.) and 
Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. (Zoom). 
Please contact Kelly Chirco or Nicki Wargo 
(nwargo@splcs.net) for more information.   
 
Men and dad prayer warriors? We are looking 
for a leader for a Dads in Prayer group. Please 
contact Nicki Wargo if you are interested 
(nwargo@splcs.net). 

Wednesday Women In The Word Bible Study 

Wednesdays in February 

9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.  

Large Conference Room -  

Enter Church Office Door #28.   

We are completing the Study on Philippians “Joy” by Deb 

Burma. Each week begins a  new  study—new insight 

and info. Please join us any week! 

In mid-February we will begin a new Bible series.  

Contact: Karen Gluski (586) 207-6201 or 

gludog2003@yahoo.com 

“Body and Soul” Bible Study  

Led by Terry Davis 

9:15 a.m. on Sundays 

For more information about current and upcoming 

Bible studies and small groups, please visit 

stpetermacomb.com 

February Wednesday Bible Class 

“Something to Sing About”  

Singing the Christian Faith 

7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Join us as we explore “Something to Sing About: 

Singing the Christian Faith,” a course written by 

Lutheran hymn-writer Jaroslav Vajda (author of 

hymns such as “Go, My Children, with My Blessing,” 

among others) and led by Charlie Russell. 

Upcoming topics: 

 February 1 - The Gift of Love and Peace 

 February 8 - The Gift of Hope and Joy 

 February 15 - The Gift of the Church and  

of Wonder 

Come prepared to sing and study the Word that we 

confess and proclaim in the Song of the Church! 

Lent Forgiving Challenge: Four-week Bible study on Fridays, 7:00 p.m.-9:00 

p.m. starting March 10 in the Fellowship Hall. For more information or to sign up, 

contact Lisa at misslisacompton@gmail.com. 

mailto:nwargo@splcs.net
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LGBT Family and Friends Support Group Do 

you have a family member, loved one, or have an 

acquaintance with someone who is not engaging in 

a relationship by God’s design? Do you struggle 

with how to interact with them, not wanting to judge 

others but to show God’s love and just meet them 

where they are at? Then the Family and Friends of 

LGBT support group is for you! We will meet 

tentatively on the third Thursday of each month 

at 7:30 p.m. in the Small Conference Room in 

the Administration Wing. For questions, please 

call Carol Poterek at (586) 566-3785. 

NURSING HOME MINISTRY Everyone is 
welcome to join us on the fourth Thursday of 
each month as we gather at the Orchards - 
Armada Village to sing and have a short worship 
service with the residents. We also walk across 
the parking lot to do the same with the residents 
at the assisted living center. We currently have a 
few St. Peter members there who really enjoy our 
visits. We meet at 2:00 p.m. Please call Vickie 
Wangelin (586) 749-3325 if you have any 
questions or would like to carpool. Just a smile 
and sharing the love of Jesus brings so much joy 
to our elderly friends.  

Annual St. Peter Gala Auction 

Friday, March 3 

Palazzo Grande 

6:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 

 

Tickets are $85 per person. Sponsorships are also available for purchase. 

Gala tickets include dinner, open bar, music, and auction. 

 

To purchase your tickets or sponsorship, please register online at stpetermacomb.com on the  

In The Know page. Be sure to complete the registration form and follow the instructions for payment. Tickets 

are only reserved once the online registration and payment have been received. For more information 

contact Leanne Stallmann at lstallmann@splcs.net. 

LENTEN SUPPERS Will be served in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays during Lent (starting Ash Wednesday, 

February 22) from 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

Since 1990, profits from St. Peter Lenten Suppers have been given to our Seminary Fund. It is truly a blessing from God 

to have so many dedicated men from our congregation choose to become pastors. We have supported Edward Steeh, 

Chris Davis, Ron Roland, Tom Osterndorf, Bill Wangelin, Joshua Davis, Kyle Krueger, Gabe Kasper, Nathan Spaulding, 

Kyle Wangelin, Ben Spaulding, and Matthew Lorenz. We are currently supporting Brandon Bettcher and Jason von der 

Lage. Brandon is in his fourth year at the seminary in St. Louis, Missouri.  He will receive his first call this April. Brandon 

and his wife, Taylor, are expecting their first child this March. Jason is our former Director of Student Ministries. He and 

Ruth have three children, Luke, Steven, and Vivian. Praise God that these men have been called to dedicate their lives 

to His service. Please keep them and their families in your prayers. 

The suppers are Free Will Offering. If you cannot attend, please consider giving a donation to the Seminary Fund.  
This can be done at the Church Office. Please make all checks payable to St. Peter Scholarship Fund and put 
Seminary Fund in the memo. THANK YOU for your support and THANK YOU to all those who prepare and serve 
the suppers! 

The newest session of GriefShare began in January. 

Perhaps you are dealing with grief after losing a special 

someone in your life or you know someone who is. 

Please consider joining us. We meet Tuesday evenings 

at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 

Enter into the Church Office at Door #28. We meet in 

the Large Conference Room. The theme of GriefShare 

is “From Mourning to Joy.” Through this program, and 

with the help of our Lord, there is hope, and healing can 

begin. Even though the 13-week session has begun, 

you may still join us at any time. 

In January, we also hosted a one-day session called 

“Loss of a Spouse.” Nine people joined us for this 

event. Several of them then joined us for the beginning 

of the 13-week season of GriefShare to seek the 

healing they so badly desire. “Loss of a Spouse” will be 

offered again on February 19 at 2:00 p.m. This event 

will also meet in the Large Conference Room just off 

the Church Office. We welcome anyone who has lost 

their spouse to attend this event. Support person(s) are 

also encouraged to attend as well. If you have any 

questions please contact Darcel Bennett at  

(586) 255-7090 or the Church Office at (586) 781-3434. 
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Please save the date for the 2nd 

Annual Mercy House Benefit! To be 

held on April 29 at 11:00 a.m. in Shelby 

Township. More details to follow. When it 

is built, the Mercy House will be the new 

house for the women’s program at 

Peacemakers International on Chene 

Street in Detroit. Any questions, please 

contact Rhonda Fiebelkorn (586) 925-

2203. 

Important Emergency Information 

The world watched the cardiac arrest of Damar Hamlin at the 

recent Bills-Bengals NFL game, showing that emergencies can 

occur even in people of any age.  We want you to know that St. 

Peter has an emergency plan as well as the equipment to treat 

cardiac emergencies. Please take note of the locations of our 

AEDs which are located outside the gym door, outside the LSEM 

classroom near the Crossroads, and in the central Coat Room 

behind the Sanctuary. There is also an AED across the street at 

His Rock. We have been sharing this information with our Elders 

and our St. Peter School faculty and students. 

Being prepared may save a life in any setting. The following links 

will help you keep up to date on emergency responses. Click the 

links below, or check them out at stpetermacomb.com! 

 In Case of Emergency 

 AED Training Video 

 Hands Only CPR  

Your Parish Health Team – Paula Hoegemeyer, Anita Glaser, Carol 
Poterek 

Council of Lutheran Women's 2023 
Luncheon The 59th annual Council of 
Lutheran Women's Luncheon is 
Tuesday, March 21 at 11:00 a.m. The 
luncheon will take place at Burton 
Manor, located at 27777 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, MI. The Women of the Year 
from supporting congregations and 
auxiliaries will be honored. The guest 
speaker will be Ida Mall, former 
Lutheran Women's Missionary League 
President from 1991 to 1995. For 
reservation information, go to 
clwmichigan.com. 

Stay Healthy Exercise Are you feeling tired, stiff, or just not yourself? We have the answer. Join some spiritual 

men and women in a morning of exercise and motivation. People of all ages are welcome and can benefit. 

Shannon, our instructor, tailors the class to the audience. We work on our hearts, minds, and souls as we stretch, 

lift weights, and raise our heart rate slowly through low impact, easy to follow movements. Grab water, weights (two 

to five pounds), and a mat, and join us each Monday morning from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. We will help you feel 

better from your head to your toes! Classes are $5/session on a drop-in basis and are held in the Church Narthex. 

Enter through Door #1 on the southeast side of the Church. Contact Paula Hoegemeyer for more information at 

hoegemeyer@att.net or (586) 322-2319. 

Christian Yoga Come join us for a faith filled gentle yoga experience. Becky will guide us through prayerful 

meditation, stretching, and postures, embracing our mind, body, and spirit that God has given to us. All ages are 

welcome. Bring a yoga mat, water, and a joyful spirit for this class that will meet every Thursday from 4:30 p.m.– 

5:30 p.m. in the Church Narthex. The cost is $10/session drop in. Enter through Door #1 on the southeast side of 

the Church. Contact Paula Hoegemeyer for more information at hoegemeyer@att.net or (586) 322-2319. 

St. Peter Lutheran 2023 Woman of the Year Congratulations to Rhonda Fiebelkorn who was officially selected as 
this year’s St. Peter Lutheran Woman of the Year! Rhonda has been a Missouri Synod Lutheran all her life. She 
attended St. John's Lutheran College in Winfied, KS and Concordia University in Seward, NE graduating with a 
degree in Elementary Education. She taught school at Immanuel Frankentrost, MI and Immanuel Macomb, MI. She 
and her family have been members of St. Peter Lutheran Church since 2001. During the past 22 years here, she 
has been a part of many programs and ministries: Sunday School teacher, Vacation Bible School teacher, 
substitute classroom teacher, room mom in the school, Girl Scout leader, Stephen Minister, Grief Share Leader, an 
Outreach Board member, MCREST co-leader, part of the Chene Street Peacemaker team, adult choir member, 
and a member of the Hope for the Hungry Pantry board of directors. She has been married to Terry for 37 
years. They have three children, Kurt, Daniel, and Kara, and also three grandchildren, Luke, Julia, and Henry. We 
praise God for Rhonda and the work she does for her Lord and her St. Peter community. We are blessed! 

https://media.websitecdn.net/sites/685/20220929170350/IN-CASE-OF-EMERGENCY-6-21.pdf
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=zoll+aed+training+video&&view=detail&mid=07A82E3B55558ED3BA5007A82E3B55558ED3BA50&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=American+Red+Cross+CPR+Hands-Only&&view=detail&mid=3C410551629293BBE25A3C410551629293BBE25A&&FORM=VRDGAR
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 Education 
 We have welcomed back our teachers, helpers, and students after enjoying our 
Christmas break. We are back in our classrooms teaching New Testament 
stories/lessons using Concordia Publishing House curriculum for our winter and 
spring series. 
 
Our devoted and dedicated staff appreciates parents and guardians bringing their 
children to Sunday School each Sunday to learn and grow in the Word. We always 
welcome new students throughout the Sunday School year (September-May).  
 
February 26 is our kick off “Money for Missions.” This year we are supporting a 
children's’ mission project, “Bible Books for Families in Ukraine.” The Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation provides our Sunday School with materials and resources that show us how we can 
share our mission offerings that provide Bible story books and catechisms for children in Ukraine. 
Every $5.00 we gather provides a child his/her own book about Jesus. May God richly bless us as 
we move forward with this mission.  
 
Our classes have started to practice the songs they will be singing in church, March 5 (3rd, 4th, 
5th, and 6th grades), and March 12 (3 yr., 4 yr., Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grades) during the 9:30 
a.m. service. We always look forward to singing to our Lord and our St. Peter family.  
 
Always in Christ, 
Pat Losey, 
Sunday School Superintendent 

Sunday 
School 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 
Every Sunday, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at His Rock for 8th – 12th grade. Join us for Bible 
Study and fun! For more information contact studentministries@splcs.net. 
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Life Team 

For Life Team questions, comments or concerns, please contact Carol at carolpoterek@gmail.com. 

lutheransforlife.org 

www.lflmi.org  

Fetal Development 

The Life Team of St. Peter Lutheran Church in Macomb, MI exists to educate, encourage, and empower the 

members of our congregation to be gospel-motivated voices for life. This is our mission statement and defines 

how we encourage our members to approach life issues. The focus of this month’s article is fetal development.  

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from 

you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes 

saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to 

be.” Psalm 139:13-16 

God’s Word points us to the fact that the process of fetal development is an intricate one- “you knit me together 

in my mother’s womb.” Although I have never knitted, my crafty daughter has tried to teach me to crochet 

before and I can attest to the fact that is it quite complicated. Thanks to modern technology, including 3d and 

4d ultrasounds, we have gained much insight into the incredible development process that a child undergoes 

within their mother as a result of God’s intelligent design. Here are just a few of the major milestones in  

that process: 

Immediately upon conception, cellular development begins. Even before implantation, the genetic identity is 

complete, including sex, hair color, etc. 

 At 18-22 days, the child’s heartbeat begins. 

 At 22-28 days, the eyes, ears, spine, arm buds, kidney, liver, and umbilical cord start to form. 

 At 36-42 days, brain waves are measurable. The eyelids, fingers, and joints are all forming. The baby may 

experience hiccups and makes slow body movements. 

 At 56 days (eight weeks), the name of the new life is changed from embryo to fetus. All organs are 

functioning-stomach, liver, kidney, brain-and all systems are intact. There are lines in the palms. All future 

development of the new life is simply that of refinement and increase in size.  

 At 10 weeks, the child squints, opens mouth, and moves fingers and toes. External genitalia are now 

visible. The child’s bones harden, and body hair develops. 

 At 16 weeks (four months), the baby grasps with its hands, swims, kicks, turns somersaults, swallows,  

and sleeps. 

 At 18 weeks, the child’s vocal cords are working and the baby can cry. 

 At 20 weeks, eyebrows and fingernails are complete and the child has fingerprints. 

 At 21 weeks, if born, the child could possibly survive and at 24 weeks, the survival rate is 60-70 percent. 

Do you want to learn more? The Creation Museum in Petersburg, KY, has an exhibit called “Fearfully & 

Wonderfully Made.” It features intricate lifelike models, a detailed developmental timeline, as well as biblical 

and scientific teaching. Here is a description of the exhibit from their website: “The Bible informs us that every 

human being from the moment of fertilization is made in God’s image, both male and female. This is true 

regardless of one’s level of development, physical or mental ability, ethnicity, or age. Although issues regarding 

life in the womb are hotly contested in our world, the matter is settled by the ultimate authority: the very words 

of our Creator. The Fearfully & Wonderfully Made exhibit calls attention to the biblical and scientific truths about 

the unborn while pointing guests to the hope and forgiveness that can only be found in the Gospel of  

Jesus Christ.” 

https://creationmuseum.org/fearfully-wonderfully-made/ 
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It is important to remember that St. Peter History is not meant to show how great St. Peter is, but how amazing 

God is as He works through His Word and Sacraments among us. History is His story. Our History is a Ministry that 

proclaims His great deeds to future generations. 

HISTORY CORNER 

Remember Frank W. Kushel? No? Well, you’re not alone. The uncelebrated Mr. Kushel may 

have had as much impact on American housing as his famous contemporary, Frank  

Lloyd Wright. 

Kushel wasn’t an architect. He was a merchandising genius credited with inventing Sears, 

Roebuck and Company’s Modern Homes program, which provided well designed, well 

constructed, economical shelter for perhaps 75,000 American families between 1908 and  

1940. He was convinced that the building supplies could be sold at a profit if storage could be 

centralized and the goods distributed more rationally --- and if there was a little extra incentive 

for buying them. Instead of abandoning the sale of millwork and other building parts, why not 

change the way these goods were sold? What if customers could pick a plan for their dream 

house from a Sears catalog? Then, instead of selling building materials in random bits and 

pieces, Sears could market them in a coordinated package – one containing exactly what was 

needed to build a particular house and shipped directly to the railroad station nearest the 

building site. One order could include everything – nails, screws, paint, shingles, windows, doors, woodwork, staircases, 

and mantelpieces.   

Kushel’s boss, Richard Sears, recognized the plan’s potential and so did the buying public. Sear’s reputation for quality, 

low prices and reliability, carefully nurtured since the company’s founding in 1886, was like money in the bank for its 

customers. The company’s first 44-page Book of Modern Homes and Building Plans, issued in 1908, brought an 

immediate and enthusiastic response. In 1911, Sears included framing lumber in its package, and the company began to 

offer pre-cut and factory-fitted lumber in 1914. Before then, the lumber had to be cut to fit at the building site. Sears 

depended on rail service, which by the early 20
th
 century covered most of the continent, and regional lumber mills where 

the wood could be centrally processed. Sears provided building plans and specifications, along with the lumber and any 

other materials needed. There were detailed assembly instructions. The lumber was stamped with the Sears name and 

numbered on the ends of the boards to correspond to numbers on the floor plans, so that mistakes in assembly were less 

likely. This was called a “House Kit.” Sears estimated that using their pre-cut and fitted lumber could save 40% in labor 

costs. Many really handy homeowners could and some did, put together their own Sears houses, with only the aid of the 

instruction manual. More often, the actual construction was left to a local builder. It did not include masonry, such as 

bricks and cement blocks which would be cheaper to purchase locally than to send by rail.   

And this is where our story comes in! One of those homes is our existing church Parsonage! St. Peter Lutheran Church 

purchased this “House Kit” and had it built in 1927. When the original windows were being replaced last fall, they found 

the date “1927” stamped into the wood. These style homes were called Bungalows.  

They had several styles similar to our existing Parsonage. The layouts of the inside 

of the homes varied. 

To the best of our knowledge, the following pastors once lived in this Parsonage:  

Pastors C.J. Beyerlein, Oswald Knoll, John Boerger, Herman Brege, Paul Weber, 

Calvin Harm, Paul Foust, Wayne Wentzel, Robert Kasper, and now Pastor Kurt and 

Shelley Wenzelburger currently live there.  

There have been renovations in the past to keep the Parsonage updated and this 

most recently includes the windows and four storm doors. There are ongoing 

refurbishments in the Parsonage and donations to the “Giving Tree” are always 

welcome. A special “thank you” to all who gave toward the Parsonage windows project. 

Article submitted by Joyce Schwark, History Committee member. 
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for March Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on February 15. 

Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - atebay@splcs.net.  

All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting (table, text boxes, etc.) in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 
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