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KEYNOTES 

March 2023 
Our mission is to glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ. 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

What a Name! 

“Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your 

father's sons shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have 

gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? The 

scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute 

comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” Genesis 49:8-10 

In the long list of names, Judah should be worth considering when it comes to naming a newborn baby 

boy, right?  After all, it’s historical, it’s biblical, and it’s even a link in the family line of Jesus.   

When you hear the name Judah, what first comes to mind?  Do you think about the great blessing that 

his father, Jacob, passed on to him (See Genesis 49:8-10)?  Do you recall that it happened to be Judah 

who, after his brother Rueben convinced him and his brothers to place Joseph into the well rather than 

kill him, offered a plan to sell his younger brother into slavery? (See Genesis 37:26-27.)  Or maybe 

you’ve learned somewhere along the line that the name Judah means “praise” or “praise the Lord”. (See 

Genesis 29:35.)    

Depending on what and how much you know about this biblical figure might determine how you feel 

about this name. In fact, when we read beyond the story of Joseph and his brothers (including Judah) in 

the Book of Genesis, we discover some interesting insights.  For one, we discover that it was Judah 

who made choices that can make us cringe and give us reason to never speak his name again.   

No doubt, some of the stories connected with Judah are usually not included in the Sunday School 

accounts that we learned when we were children, and there’s good reason for this.  The Judah that we 

read about in Genesis is not the kind of guy you would want your father, husband, or son to emulate.  

Even though his name means “praise”, there’s not much praise to offer when it comes to how he lived 

and the choices he made.  And, yet, in light of where the Lenten season leads us, this name somehow 

has a beautiful ring to it…if you know the rest of the story.   

You see, the rest of the story isn’t really about the man (Judah) that we hear about in the Book of 

Genesis, it’s really all about the Man who has revealed Himself to us as the Lion of Judah.   The rest of 

the story is a beautiful display of how God always remains faithful to His chosen people (the Judah’s of 

this world and the “Judah” in all of us) even when His people are unfaithful to Him.  The rest of the story 

demonstrates how God continues to keep His covenant promises and His love for His people, even 

when His people have failed to love Him back.  Because…the rest of the story points us all to the Holy 

One of God who has come to redeem the Judah’s of this world, and turn a not so great name into a 

thing of beauty. 

Continued on p. 2 
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   Lenten blessings, 

Pastor Kurt Wenzelburger 

Lent Sermon Series: 

The Lenten season is upon us and with it will bring two sermon 

series to help us focus on our journey to the cross with Jesus. "Cross 

Words" will be our theme for Sunday mornings as we focus on the 

words that our Savior spoke from the cross, along with the powerful 

and intentional meaning behind each of them.  

  

During the five Wednesdays that follow Ash Wednesday, our 

"Meals with Jesus" midweek series will highlight the great truths that 

Christ shared around a meal or celebration. As God's people, we 

have an opportunity to feed off the One who is the Bread of Life as 

we approach Holy Week where we will quite literally be fed 

forgiveness, mercy, and strength, once again through the body and 

blood of our Savior. 

Imagine that!  After all that Judah did to demonstrate that he was as broken and sinful as we are, a 

great promise has still been fulfilled through His name and His family line.  After all that Judah did 

that should have resulted in his name being stricken from those who are considered children of God, 

the fulfillment of the promise of One who would be greater than King David (who also came from the 

line of Judah) would change everything…because, through the line of Judah would come the LION 

of Judah -- the One who would be rejected in the manner that we (the Judah’s of this world) should 

have been rejected while accomplishing for us a redemption that has brought us back into the family 

of God.  Yes…through the line of Judah, we are now able to see the One who rules with the kind of 

authority that makes Him able to take the “Judah’s” in all of us and give us a new name.   

In the light of the redemptive Cross of Calvary, this is why we can truly say that Judah is a great 

name.  Not because of anything that Judah ever did. No. Judah is a great name because of the One 

who has revealed Himself to us as the Lion of Judah. That’s right! The Lion of Judah from the line of 

Judah.  Or, as we know Him – Jesus…the Savior who has forgiven us, redeemed us, and placed His 

name upon us…which is the Name that is above all names, and the Name that we  

now bear.    
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 Worship 

“Looking at Jesus” 
 
And let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
Greetings in Christ! 
 
When you think of Lent, what first comes to mind? You might imagine giving something up or fasting 
from something for the season. You might think of Wednesday midweek services along with the 
wonderful dinners served by individuals and groups here at St. Peter. In our Great Lakes states, 
maybe a Friday-night fish fry takes priority. These are things that many associate with the forty-day 
season of Lent. You may also notice and anticipate some changes in the traditional service: we do 
not sing the Gloria in Excelsis or use the joyful response of “Alleluia.” 
 
Is Baptism one of the things that comes to mind for you when thinking of Lent? The season of Lent 
actually began as a season of preparation for Baptism. Easter, which was the major celebration of 
the Early Christian Church, required a time of preparation. Lent comes from the Old English word for 
“spring,” and was observed as a time of preparation for baptismal candidates, who were examined 
prior to Baptism at the Easter Vigil. We find references to a forty-day season as early as A.D. 325. 
Later on, associations were made between this season with Jesus’ forty days in the desert prior to 
His temptation and the forty years the children of Israel spent in the desert. Lent became a time of 
preparation for all Christians.  

   

Continued on p. 4 

Traditional Service - Main Sanctuary 

Modern Service - His Rock (Youth Building) 
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TRADITIONAL WORSHIP MODERN WORSHIP LIVESTREAM 

Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday - 11:00 a.m. Sunday - 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 

This month I wanted to share 
with you the song “You 
Changed My Name” by 
Matthew West. While I am very 
familiar with Matthew West and 
his music, we haven’t played it 
often. I believe this particular 
song was written with corporate 
worship in mind. This is a great 
anthem of faith which reminds 
us that we don’t have to answer 
to any name but “chosen child 
of God.” No matter what lies 
others may believe about us, or 
lies from the enemy that we 
believe about ourselves, we are 
children of the one true living 
God. Because of what Christ did, 
you can be forever changed to 
live as His sons and daughters. 
As we enter this Lenten season 
let’s enter it with fervor for His 
calling on our lives.  

Robert W. Costa  
Director Of Modern Worship 

Lent brings the “cross to sinners and sinners to the cross 
of Christ as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life 
and salvation.” As Hebrews 12 shared above, we look to 
Jesus. We fix our eyes on what He has done to save us 
through His holy, precious blood and innocent suffering 
and death. We celebrate the free gift, salvation, that we 
have been given! 
 
Lisa Clark, an editor for Concordia Publishing House, is 
one of the many wonderful hymn writers of this day. She 
regularly writes for Portals of Prayer, Arch Books, 
children’s Christmas programs and Vacation Bible 
School materials. A few years back, she penned a hymn 
focused on how we look to Jesus, “Our Eyes Behold the 
Savior’s Face.” She writes: 
 
Our eyes behold the Savior’s face and yet  
cannot perceive 
That his perspective held our grace before we  
could believe. 
 
Our focus flits and fails to see the One whose  
steadfast gaze 
Propelled Him to the darkened tree enveloped in  
death’s haze. 
 
Our sights train on the dreadful cross. Beneath his 
knowing eyes, 
Our sins are bare and set for loss; He sees us as  
His prize. 
 
Our vision blurs with anxious tears as Jesus’ eyelids fall 
To conquer sin and all our fears and tear in two our pall. 
 
Our view scans for the coming Day that evermore  
grows near, 
When Jesus wipes our tears away and all is crystal clear. 
 
May God bless you as we prepare our hearts to receive 
our crucified and risen Lord! 
 
In His Service, 
 
Charlie Russell 
Director of Traditional Music 
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Call Committee Update:  

Our Call Committee has been prayerfully meeting for a number of months, seeking to find the best 

candidate possible for our currently vacant Associate Pastor position. The District Office has been 

very supportive of our efforts, and we’ve reviewed, and held ministry discussions with a number of 

the men on the two lists of potential Pastors they’ve supplied.  

Unfortunately, the Holy Spirit hasn’t led us to that ideal candidate, and we then chose to approach 

Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, with the goal of finding a graduating Seminarian that could fill this 

important position in our team ministry.  

We have met with the Seminarians they provided, and have found two that we believe would be 

ideal matches for our current and future ministry needs.  

Our committee has worked diligently to keep you informed about our ongoing search efforts, and 

we’ve been very thankful for your support.  

In the interest of continuing our informational outreach, we’re inviting you to a Special Voters 

Meeting to update you on our current progress, gain your potential input, and hopeful affirmation. 

The meeting will be held at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 12, in our Fellowship Hall. Please join us if 

you have the opportunity.  

Offering Envelopes: The next batch of offering envelopes (March and April) will soon arrive at your 

home.  Unfortunately, any changes requested by our members in January and early February were 

inadvertently overlooked by the company providing this service.  This may affect address changes or 

opting out of the mailing as giving is done electronically.  Corrections will be made to future 

shipments as long as changes are received 6 weeks prior to next mailing.  To those this process 

affects, we apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. 
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Service 

Help! The Christian Growth Board needs your help! We need volunteers to help clean up the doughnuts 

and coffee after the 11:00 a.m. service on Sundays. (Approximate time is 12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.) If you can 

spare some time to help keep this service rolling, we would appreciate your help! 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Christian Growth Board Members: 

Beth LaFave - (586) 260-1577 - balafave@yahoo.com, Liz Lee - (586) 623-7100 - Lizboik@yahoo.com, Lisa 

Ventimiglio (586) 405-9272 - lventimiglio@splcs.net 

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f45a9ac22a3fd0-sunday 

Are you a Thrivent Member? 

Did you know all Thrivent members can apply for two Action Grants per year (valued 

at $250 each) and your Thrivent Choice Dollars can be directed to Hope for the 

Hungry Pantry. Whether it’s an Action Grant or Choice Dollars, we’ll put your donation 

to good use by purchasing food, supplies, and equipment. If you have questions or 

need assistance, please contact your Thrivent representative or Karen Foust at (586) 491-0652 or 

karenwiegand@gmail.com. 

AmazonSmile 

Unfortunately, Amazon has discontinued the AmazonSmile program effective February 2023. Please 

visit Amazon to learn more. New Community Reward programs are coming soon. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Truck Unloading: March 1 and March 15 from 9:30 a.m.- 10:30 a.m. Volunteers may be asked to help 

empty trucks or SUVs, date boxes, and put items on shelves. 

 Food Distribution: March 2 from 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. and March 16 from 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Volunteers 

may be asked to prepare produce boxes, bag frozen items, help load cars, and clean areas. 

 Apartment Deliveries: March 4 help is needed to pack and deliver food to two local apartment complexes. 

Stephen Ministry accompanies the delivery for residents that would like to talk or pray. This is an ongoing 

event the first Saturday of each month. 

 Packing boxes is always available for families, teams, groups, or 

individuals. Most Mondays and Wednesdays from 6:15 p.m.-7:15 

p.m. are currently available but arrangements must be made in 

advance. 

If you would like to volunteer or need more information, please contact 

me or visit hopeforthehungrypantry.org. 

Yours in Christ, 

Karen Foust, Chairperson 

(586) 491-0652 or karenwiegand@gmail.com 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f45a9ac22a3fd0-sunday
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Easter Egg Hunt Volunteers Needed! The Christian Growth Board needs volunteers 
for the annual Easter egg hunt. We need volunteers to help with welcoming guests, handing out gift 
bags, serving cookies and refreshments, Easter egg hunt, and pictures. 
 
When: Saturday, April 1 

Where: St. Peter Macomb Gym 

Volunteer Time: 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. (set up) or 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (running events) or 
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. (clean up) 

The event runs from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Please see the sign up link here or at stpetermacomb.com to pick a spot or two to help make this 
event a success! 

Contact the Christian Growth Board Members with questions or concerns: 

Lisa Ventimiglio lventimiglio@splcs.net 
Larry Tilney eggman63@icloud.com 

Easter Breakfast Volunteers Needed! The Christian 

Growth Board needs your help! We are blessed to 

offer an Easter Breakfast on April 9 - Easter Morning! 

We are in need of volunteers to help set-up, serve and 

clean up the breakfast in the Fellowship Hall from 5:00 

a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Please click here or go to 

stpetermacomb.com to sign up for a spot to help 

serve. 

Head to the Fellowship Hall Kitchen when you arrive 

and ask for Lisa Ventimiglio or Larry Tilney. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please let us 

know! We look forward to serving with you. 

Lisa Ventimiglio lventimiglio@splcs.net 

& Larry Tilney ltd5xb@sbcglobal.net 

St. Peter is hosting an American Red Cross 

Blood Drive on Sunday, March 19 from 7:30 

a.m. to 1:15 p.m. in Kaiser Hall on the south 

side of the campus.  Enter via Door #12. 

Blood is constantly needed as we deal with 

continuing everyday emergencies in our 

community and country.  We ask you to 

prayerfully consider signing up by contacting 

redcrossblood.org or Paula - (586) 322-2319 

or hoegemeyer@att.net. 

Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F45A9AC22A3FD0-easter1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f45a9ac22a3fd0-easter#/
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember a 

special occasion or loved one by purchasing 

flowers for the front of church? Maybe it's a 

birthday, anniversary, baptism, wedding, or just 

a special day to honor someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's easy 

to do and it will be noted in the weekly bulletin. 

The cost is $25. Checks made payable to:  

St. Peter Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church Office.  

Thank You... 

LWML: We are once again collecting the 

following items for the Wellness Kits for 

Lutheran World Relief: 

 Bath-size bars of soap 

 Bath-size towels (new or gently used) 

 Adult tooth brushes 

 Combs 

 Metal nail clippers 

If you wish to donate any of these items, you 

may deposit them into the bin marked 

Lutheran World Relief in the Church Coat 

Room off of the Narthex. 

Note: We will continue collecting used 

postage stamps, lotions, soaps, shampoos, 

etc. These are also deposited into the 

appropriate drawers in the Church Coat 

Room. These items are sent to “Stamps for 

Wounded Warriors” and Samaritan’s Purse 

(Shoebox Ministry). 

If you have questions regarding any of the 

information, please contact Joyce Schwark, 

St. Peter LWML Rep. at (586) 524-9328. 

Thank you! 

Memorial Offerings 

Thank Offerings 

In loving memory of Frank Donahue,  

a contribution has been given to: 

Giving Tree by Jim Schwark 

In loving memory of Clifford Stade,  
a contribution has been given to: 

Buildings and Grounds by Wayne and Marie 
Niemann, Bill and Merlene Thompson 

Debt Reduction by Tony and Lois Bellhorn,  
Jim Schwark 

Endowment Fund by Virginia and  
Wayne Oehmke 

Giving Tree by Duane and Ruthann Bettcher, 
Lorraine Bock, Rod Bock, Karen Gluski and Lily, 

Bob and Judy Juengel, Terry and Jeanette Yonka 

In celebration and thanksgiving for  
Emily Poley’s birthday,  

a contribution has been given to: 
Church Ministry by Shelly Penzien 

Thank you so much for all of the well wishes and 
cards. I am home now and feeling good. God’s 
Blessings, Wilma Wangelin  

EASTER FLOWERS may be purchased in memory 

of a loved one, in honor of someone, or for blessings 

received.  The flowers in the chancel add so much to 

our celebration of our Risen Lord Jesus. You may 

pick up your flowers after the late service on Easter 

Sunday. Order forms are available in the Church 

Office. Double stem lilies are $20.00 and pink 

azaleas are $19.00. Checks should be made payable 

to the Women's Ministry and flowers must be paid 

for when you place your order.  All orders must be in 

by Sunday, March 26. The flowers are purchased  

from Hessell's Greenhouses and are always so  

very beautiful!  
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Connection 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving.” Colossians 4:2  

 
Moms in Prayer- Moms…and women! Come and join us each week as 
we pray for our children, schools, and community. Groups meet Mondays 
from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. (Zoom), Tuesdays in-person from 8:30 a.m.-
9:30 a.m. at His Rock (doors open at 8:00 a.m.) and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
(Zoom). Please contact Kelly Chirco or Nicki Wargo (nwargo@splcs.net) for more information.   
 
Men and dad prayer warriors? We are looking for a leader for a Dads in Prayer group. Please 
contact Nicki Wargo if you are interested (nwargo@splcs.net). 

Wednesday Women In The Word Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.  

Enter Door #28 (Church Office door). 

A new study—”Waiting,” by Sharla Fritz 

A study on Patience, Hope and Trust. Please 

join us each week, as we focus on the lives of 

eight biblical women who had to “wait patiently 

for God’s timing and His will.”  

Books are available. 

 

Information - Contact Karen Gluski at  

(586) 207-6201 or gludog2003@yahoo.com. 

For more information about current and upcoming 

Bible studies and small groups, please visit 

stpetermacomb.com 

Lent Forgiving Challenge: Four-week Bible study on 

Fridays, 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. starting March 10 in the 

Fellowship Hall. For more information or to sign up, contact 

Lisa at misslisacompton@gmail.com. 

A Bible Study of 1, 2, & 3 John and Jude led by Terry Davis begins in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 

March 12 at 9:15 a.m. (You need not feel that you must be there every Sunday.) This new Bible 

Class will end on April 30. All are welcome! 

mailto:nwargo@splcs.net
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LGBT Family and Friends Support Group Do 

you have a family member, loved one, or have an 

acquaintance with someone who is not engaging in 

a relationship by God’s design? Do you struggle 

with how to interact with them, not wanting to judge 

others but to show God’s love and just meet them 

where they are at? Then the Family and Friends of 

LGBT support group is for you! We will meet 

tentatively on the third Thursday of each month 

at 7:30 p.m. in the Small Conference Room in 

the Administration Wing. For questions, please 

call Carol Poterek at (586) 566-3785. 

NURSING HOME MINISTRY Everyone is 
welcome to join us on the fourth Thursday of 
each month as we gather at The Orchards – 
Armada Village to sing and have a short devotion 
with the residents. We begin at the assisted living 
building (Pineview) and then walk over to the 
skilled nursing building. NEW TIMES: We are 
now starting at 10:30 a.m. Afterwards, we plan to 
go to Papa’s Restaurant in downtown Armada for 
lunch at noon. Please call Lois Bellhorn (586)  
770-3002 if you have any questions. No need to 
RSVP.  We’d love to have you join us as we 
share God’s love in Word and song! 

LENTEN SUPPERS will be served in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays during Lent from 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

Since 1990, profits from St. Peter Lenten Suppers have been given to our Seminary Fund. It is truly a blessing from God 

to have so many dedicated men from our congregation choose to become pastors. We have supported Edward Steeh, 

Chris Davis, Ron Roland, Tom Osterndorf, Bill Wangelin, Joshua Davis, Kyle Krueger, Gabe Kasper, Nathan Spaulding, 

Kyle Wangelin, Ben Spaulding, and Matthew Lorenz. We are currently supporting Brandon Bettcher and Jason von der 

Lage. Brandon is in his fourth year at the seminary in St. Louis, Missouri.  He will receive his first call this April. Brandon 

and his wife, Taylor, are expecting their first child this March. Jason is our former Director of Student Ministries. He and 

Ruth have three children, Luke, Steven, and Vivian. Praise God that these men have been called to dedicate their lives 

to His service. Please keep them and their families in your prayers. 

The suppers are Free Will Offering. If you cannot attend, please consider giving a donation to the Seminary Fund.  
This can be done at the Church Office. Please make all checks payable to St. Peter Scholarship Fund and put 
Seminary Fund in the memo. THANK YOU for your support and THANK YOU to all those who prepare and serve 
the suppers! 

We’re Hiring: St. Peter is looking to hire an 

experienced bookkeeper.  A flexible schedule and 

benefits may be available. If interested, please connect 

with our Business Manager, Diane Hernden, at (586) 

781-3434 ext. 119. 

GriefShare: Are you or someone you know suffering the 
pain of grief after losing a loved one?  Please consider 
joining us for GriefShare. We meet on Tuesday evening 
at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. We 
meet in the Large Conference Room by the Church 
Office. It’s best to park on the Romeo Plank side of the 
church and enter through Door #28. You may join 
GriefShare at any time since each session is 
independent of the other sessions. Please consider 
joining us on the journey from mourning to joy. If you 
have questions, call the Church Office at (586)  
781-3434 or Darcel Bennett at (586) 255-7090. 
 

On February 19, we hosted “Loss of a Spouse” for the 
second time. We were able to connect with three 
persons who are grieving after losing their spouse. The 
event includes discussion, a video, and a wonderful 
book to use in the days ahead. We will be hosting “Loss 
of a Spouse” a few more times this year so please 
watch for announcements in Keynotes and the weekly  
church bulletin. 

Divorce Care and DC4K If you have struggled through a divorce or separation in your marriage or know someone who 

has, please consider joining us for Divorce Care on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Large Conference Room in 

the Office wing, accessed through Door #28. Meetings began on March 7, and will continue for thirteen weeks until June 

6. Each week provides a different topic of care and concern for those who have been or are divorced or separated. 

Topics include Deep Hurt, Road to Recovery, Anger, Grief and Depression, Loneliness, Fears and Anxiety, Family and 

Friends, Financial and Legal Issues, Conflict, Forgiveness, Your Former Spouse, Single Living, and Brighter Days. Each 

topic includes a video, workbook, and time for discussion. 

Also available is Divorce Care for Kids (DC4K) for children ages 5-12 whose families are in a separation or divorce 

situation. Sessions mirror that of the adults but are geared for the needs and concerns of the children in a divorce. Like 

the Divorce Care sessions, each is a stand-alone session with video and workbook. Children learn how to navigate the 

struggles of divorce and separation and come out healthy. 

For more information, please contact Anne Westphal at (248) 909-4230, or by email at awestphal56@hotmail.com. 
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Council of Lutheran Women's 2023 Luncheon The 
59th annual Council of Lutheran Women's Luncheon 
is Tuesday, March 21, at 11:00 a.m. The luncheon 
will take place at Burton Manor, located at 27777 
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI. The Women of the Year from 
supporting congregations and auxiliaries will be 
honored. The guest speaker will be Ida Mall, former 
Lutheran Women's Missionary League President from 
1991 to 1995. For reservation information, go to 
clwmichigan.com. 

Stay Healthy Exercise Are you feeling tired, stiff, or just not yourself? We have the answer. Join some spiritual 

men and women in a morning of exercise and motivation. People of all ages are welcome and can benefit. 

Shannon, our instructor, tailors the class to the audience. We work on our hearts, minds, and souls as we stretch, 

lift weights, and raise our heart rate slowly through low impact, easy to follow movements. Grab water, weights (two 

to five pounds), and a mat, and join us each Monday morning from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. We will help you feel 

better from your head to your toes! Classes are $5/session on a drop-in basis and are held in the Church Narthex. 

Enter through Door #1 on the southeast side of the Church. Contact Paula Hoegemeyer for more information at 

hoegemeyer@att.net or (586) 322-2319. 

Christian Yoga Come join us for a faith filled gentle yoga experience. Becky will guide us through prayerful 

meditation, stretching, and postures, embracing our mind, body, and spirit that God has given to us. All ages are 

welcome. Bring a yoga mat, water, and a joyful spirit for this class that will meet every Thursday from 4:30 p.m.– 

5:30 p.m. in the Church Narthex. The cost is $10/session drop in. Enter through Door #1 on the southeast side of 

the Church. Contact Paula Hoegemeyer for more information at hoegemeyer@att.net or (586) 322-2319. 

Welcome to Our Newest Parish Nurse 

We are excited to announce that 

Carol Poterek is joining our Parish 

Health Team as our newest Parish 

Nurse. She will be installed during 

the March 12 worship services. 

She is currently completing a 50-

hour training course through the 

Faith Community Network at 

Henry Ford Hospital Macomb. 

Carol has been a member of St. Peter Lutheran 

church since 1994. She and her husband, Dave, 

were married at St. Peter in 2006.  Together they 

have 4 adult children and 7 grandchildren. Both she 

and Dave are registered nurses and have worked in 

a variety of healthcare settings. Carol worked in 

inpatient, physician office, and homecare settings. 

She recently retired from a corporate quality nurse 

position. Dave did emergency nursing and was a 

firefighter and paramedic.  He monitors our AEDs 

monthly to ensure that they are functional and ready 

to use. 

Carol currently volunteers at St. Peter as one of the 

school nurses, serves as the team leader for the Life 

team, and is on the board for the Hope for the 

Hungry food bank where she helps with the food 

prep for food distributions. She is the facilitator for 

the Friends and Family of LGBTQ support group.  

She joins Anita Glaser and Paula Hoegemeyer in 

leading the Parish Health Team at St. Peter.  Please 

join us in thanking God that she is serving in this 

new role. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 1 from 10:00 a.m.

- 12:00 p.m. 

This event is perfect for families and kids of all ages, 

and promises to be a fun-filled and memorable 

experience. The first 500 kids to arrive will receive a 

special goodie bag filled with treats and surprises, 

making this event all the more exciting. 

In addition to the Easter Egg Hunt, there will be 

plenty of other activities to enjoy. You can mingle 

with the Easter Bunny and take a picture, have 

some fun with goofy props, and even color a picture. 

Refreshments such as cookies and lemonade will 

be available to keep you fueled and hydrated 

throughout the event. 

 

This is a great opportunity to spend quality time with 

your family, meet new friends, and experience the 

joys of spring. Come on down to St. Peter and join 

the fun! You can enter through the Preschool 

entrance (Door #13). Don’t forget to bring your 

baskets and be ready to hunt for 

eggs! With so many exciting 

activities, this is one Easter Egg 

Hunt you will not want to miss! 



12 

Important Emergency Information 

We want you to know that St. Peter has an 

emergency plan as well as the equipment 

to treat cardiac emergencies. Please take 

note of the locations of our AEDs which 

are located outside the gym door, outside 

the LSEM classroom near the Crossroads, 

and in the central Coat Room behind the 

Sanctuary. There is also an AED across 

the street at His Rock. We have been 

sharing this information with our Elders 

and our St. Peter School faculty and 

students. 

Being prepared may save a life in any 

setting. The following links will help you 

keep up to date on emergency responses. 

Click the links below, or check them out at 

stpetermacomb.com! 

 In Case of Emergency 

 AED Training Video 

 Hands Only CPR  

Your Parish Health Team – Paula 
Hoegemeyer, Anita Glaser, Carol Poterek 

Our next New Member Class is scheduled 

to begin on April 11. If you have questions, 

please contact Frieda in the Church Office 

at (586) 781-3434. If you would like to sign 

up, go to stpetermacomb.com. 

MARCH WOMEN’S MINISTRY  

MEETING INVITATION 

To: All ladies 

When: March 9, 2023 (second Thursday of the month) 

Place: Fellowship Hall 

Time:  10:00 a.m. Fellowship, meeting begins at  

10:30 a.m. 

Devotions: Val Dembeck 

Brunch Committee: Captain: Sue Koss, Helpers:  

Lois Bellhorn, Tamara Lohan, Sandy Prokuda 

Mite Counters: Gwynn Oberly, Joyce Schwark,  

Ruth Klein 

Activity: Karen Hessell will have a slide presentation to 

inform the ladies on how to set up container gardens 

and welcomes any questions we may have on planting 

flower or vegetable gardens and caring for them.   

Remember to bring your Mite Boxes or drop them in 

the large Mite Box at the Narthex Welcome Center. 

All ladies are welcome to attend. Bring a friend. 

Women’s Ministry Board 

Benefit to raise funds for building a new women’s house at Peacemakers International on Chene 

Street in Detroit: This women’s house will be named, “Mercy House.” The benefit for this project will be on 

April 29 at 11:00 a.m. It will be held at the Shelby Gardens Banquet Center in Shelby Twp. The cost of 

tickets will be $60 per person, or $500 for a table of 10. You can go to peacemakersinternational.org to 

purchase tickets and also find information about Sponsorship Packages. If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact Rhonda Fiebelkorn at: (586) 925-2203 or rhondaf85@hotmail.com. Thank you in 

advance for your prayers and support of this wonderful outreach ministry, known as Peacemakers 

International on Chene Street in Detroit. May God continue to richly bless you and all of your family! In His 

service, Rhonda Fiebelkorn.  

Euchre Tournament (Honduras Mission 

Trip): Join us at Cracklewood Golf Club on 

Saturday, March 25, at 7:00 p.m. We will be 

gathering for food, fun, euchre and fellowship! 

Tickets are $25. All proceeds will go toward our 

Mission Trip in July. Contact Pastor Arendell 

for details. TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE AT: 

stpetermacomb.com. 

https://media.websitecdn.net/sites/685/20220929170350/IN-CASE-OF-EMERGENCY-6-21.pdf
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=zoll+aed+training+video&&view=detail&mid=07A82E3B55558ED3BA5007A82E3B55558ED3BA50&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=American+Red+Cross+CPR+Hands-Only&&view=detail&mid=3C410551629293BBE25A3C410551629293BBE25A&&FORM=VRDGAR


13 

 

 Education 
 On February 26 we began our charity drive, “Money for Missions,” through the Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation. The mission project chosen this year is supporting “Bible Books 
for Families in Ukraine.”  
 
By working with LHF, our mission offerings will provide Bibles, catechisms, and devotion 
booklets to people in war-torn Ukraine. Our support is badly needed. Other Lutheran 
churches in countries like Romania, Germany, Poland, Canada, and the U.S. need to share 
the Good News with refugee families, but the language barrier is difficult. All families need to 
hear and read God’s Word in their own language. St. Peter’s Sunday School and Church will 
help overcome this challenge.  
 
Every $5.00 we gather gives a child his/her own book about Jesus. We pray that the Holy Spirit works 
through our students throughout March, April, and May to bring  generous mission offerings that provide 
God’s Word to the children in other countries.  
 
On March 5, at the 9:30 a.m. service, we look forward to our 3rd - 6th graders singing, “There Is A Name I 
Love To Hear.” 
 
On March 12, at the 9:30 a.m. service, we will hear the 3-year-olds - 2nd graders singing, “Jesus Loves 
Me!” 
 
Please come worship and enjoy our Sunday School students singing God’s Word.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pat Losey 
Sunday School Superintendent 

Sunday 
School 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Join us every Sunday, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at His Rock for 8th – 12th grade 
Bible Study and fun! For more information contact studentministries@splcs.net. 

Upcoming Events: 

 March 3 - ST. PETER GALA HELP: Assist with welcoming guests and 
taking down decorations and packing cars with prizes. 

 Now through March 12 - COLLECTION OF PERSONAL HYGIENE AND 
PAPER PRODUCTS: Youth will be gathering items until March 12 for the Hope for the Hungry 
Pantry. 

 March 13 - SERVANT EVENT:  Help pack food boxes at the Hope For The Hungry Food 
Pantry at 6:15 p.m.  Meet at the food pantry. (Can be used for N.O.A.H. hours.) 

2023 Jr. High Youth Gathering 

From June 2 - June 4 in Frankenmuth, MI. For current 6th – 8th grade students, those entering 7th-

9th grade in Fall 2023. For more information please contact Bernadette VanOverbeke at (248) 514-

9282. Information meeting on March 12 following the 11:00 a.m. service.  
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It is important to remember that St. Peter History is not meant to show how great St. Peter is, but how amazing 

God is as He works through His Word and Sacraments among us. History is His story. Our History is a Ministry that 

proclaims His great deeds to future generations. 

HISTORY CORNER 

St. Peter’s Golden Jubilee and Rededication Service 1882-1932 

On February 21, 1932, St. Peter celebrated its Golden Jubilee.  Following is a condensed version of St. 

Peter’s first pastors and teachers. 

Pastor F. Boeling, of the mother-church at Waldenburg, served the congregation until 1887, when the 

Reverend O. Wuest of Woodland, Wisconsin, from the Wisconsin Synod, was installed as the first 

resident pastor on Sexagesima Sunday by Pastor Link.   

In a regular membership meeting in April of 1889, the congregation passed the resolution to apply for 

membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and other states, and was received 

into membership in the summer at the Convention of the Michigan District held in Saginaw, Michigan. 

After serving over 13 years, Pastor Wuest resigned his charge. The Rev. R. Trueltzsch, of North Detroit 

was called and installed on October 21, 1900.   

In 1901, the first teacher, Mr. H. Haeselitz, was called and inducted into office on September 29.  He 

served the school for four years and then accepted a call to Detroit.  On June 4, 1909, teacher O. 

Mueller was installed.  He remained until June 10, 1909, when he accepted a call to Frankenmuth.  

Beginning March 16, 1909, Mr. Herman Schwarting served as the third teacher until February 13, 1913, 

when he resigned because of ill health. 

On March 12, 1911, Pastor Trueltzsch was presented with a call from Hamlet, Indiana, which he 

accepted.  The Reverend O.H. Frinke, of Standish, Michigan, was then called and his installation took 

place on June 25, 1911.  During this year the church was enlarged, the pipe-organ and furnace 

installed, and a cross was placed on the steeple.  According to records, the voting membership was 100 

by January 1913. 

After the departure of Teacher Schwarting, Mr. R. Geiseman, of Davenport, Iowa, took charge of the 

school.  During 1914, the envelope system was introduced to encourage a more regular contribution. 

After faithfully serving the congregation for five years, Pastor Frinke received a call to Royal Oak and 

was granted a peaceful release on August 20, 1916.  On October 8, 1916, the Rev. Julius Held was 

installed.  During the summer of 1925, he resigned his charge.  On December 14, 1919, teacher 

Geiseman accepted a call, with the consent of the church, to the school at Dubuque, Iowa.  The 

vacancy was filled by Teacher O. Kerkow, who was installed February 6, 1921, and resigned during the 

summer of 1925.  His place was taken by Teacher W. Danker, the sixth teacher of our school.   

After a vacancy of several months, Pastor C. J. Beyerlein, from the Oregon and Washington District 

was called.  He was our fifth resident pastor.  He was installed on October 11, 1925, by Pastor Sebald, 

assisted by Pastors Wichmann, Theo Wuggazer, Arthur Wuggazer, Krentz, Leitz and Dorn.   

Continued on p. 15 
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Sunday Morning Co-op Nursery In an effort to provide a safe nursery space for our young children during 

the 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. church services, we would like to offer families the opportunity to participate in 

our co-op nursery. How this would work is as follows: If you would like to utilize the nursery during a church 

service, you would need to sign up to volunteer in the nursery on a rotation basis. How often you would work 

will be dependent upon how many families would like to participate. Lutheran North students are also invited 

to participate in order to earn NOAH hours. Anyone who would participate would need to complete the St. 

Peter Safety training, and high school students need to have a signed parental permission slip. 

If you are interested in this service, please contact the nursery coordinator, Kaitlyn Anspach, at 

Kaitlyn.anspach@yahoo.com. 

In the January meeting of 1926, the budget system and the every member canvas was introduced, 

which proved a great help in regulating the financial problems.   

In 1926, Teacher Danker received a peaceful dismissal to the school at Klinger, Iowa.  During the 

vacancy, the school was in charge of the pastor until the following were temporarily employed:  

Messrs. L. Zeile, E. Franke, and H. Telthorster. After repeated ineffective calls, Mr. C. F. Kaiser from 

Zion’s Church at Detroit heeded the call coming from God, and was formally installed on August 7. 

1927.   

In the same year, the new parsonage was constructed and was ready for occupancy on August 17.  It 

is located in the place of the old teacherage, which was sold.  In the following year, 1928, the old 

parsonage, opposite from the church was remodeled and served as the home of teacher Kaiser and 

his family.  

Sometime after 1928, the church was remodeled, which led to celebrating the GOLDEN JUBILEE.  

Many of the people in the congregation gave of their time, money, and talents to have the church 

remodeled.  Arch doors were installed at the entrance, painting and plastering was done, new 

windows and bulletin board were installed, a new lectern was made, the altar and pulpit were 

remodeled and two new hymn number boards were purchased.  A large amount of free labor was 

donated by members of the congregation.  These members were true examples to all in working for 

their church to the honor of Him who gave Himself for all. 

Article submitted by:  Joyce Schwark, Historical Committee Member 
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for April Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on March 15. 

Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - atebay@splcs.net.  

All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting (table, text boxes, etc.) in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 

Mr. Tim Leinberger 

Principal 

Rev. Mark Arendell 

Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Craig Meyer 

Pastor Emeritus 

 

17051 24 Mile Road, Macomb, Michigan 48042 
Church: (586) 781-3434   School: (586) 781-9296 

StPeterMacomb.com 

Please visit StPeterMacomb.com to see other 

opportunities to worship through Sunday School, 

Bible studies, small groups and more! 

Worship Service Times: 

St. Peter Lutheran Church and School is a member congregation of The LCMS. 

Mrs. Sandra LaPerriere 

Assistant Principal 

Saturday 6:00 p.m. Traditional 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Traditional 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Traditional 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. Modern 

Ms. Diane Hernden 

Business Manager 

Rev. Kurt Wenzelburger 

Senior Pastor 

Mr. Charles Russell 
Director of  

Traditional Worship 

Mr. Robert W. Costa 
Director of Modern  

Worship and Communications 

Mrs. Char Hohnstadt 

Interim Preschool Director 


