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KEYNOTES 

June 2026 
Our mission is to glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ. 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

God’s blessings to you and your family as we enter into summer! 

Here at St. Peter summer means our campus looks very different. We go from 10,000 miles a minute with our 

school in full swing, to 9,999 miles a minute. In all seriousness, it may seem like activities slow down around here, 

but most things continue on. Just like our everlasting God, He is the one who is with us in the doldrums of winter 

where we are waiting not so patiently for spring. He is there when we enjoy some ice cream that melts too fast on 

a June day. He is there with us as we celebrate and prepare for a new school year and the beauty of the colors of 

autumn and fall. 

Our God has designed it all. With each season on earth, in our lives things ebb and flow. Some might be busier, 

some have more time to breathe, but both are still just as important. Each are given as gifts for us to live in and 

glorify God as best we can. This summer, as life for many at our church gets to “slow down” and even some of 

our programs take a break for these months, church does not. Neither does God from speaking into your life!  

Isaiah 40:28-31 “ 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of 

the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to 

the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young 

men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 

wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” 

Maybe this new “freedom” in your schedule might offer the opportunity to get involved in a Bible Study, family 

devotion time, or another form of intentional time with God. Maybe it's an opening to go on walks and enjoy the 

creation God has made and set us in charge of. While I encourage us to explore new avenues of worshiping God, 

it’s important for us all to remember just how great it is to worship as the body of Christ in the Lord’s House. 

Getting to partake and share in the forgiveness of sins that has been won for us and given through the Lord’s 

Supper. Sharing Jesus’ body and blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine as we confess together our 

sins and our beliefs in this great God. This God who loves you so much, and has also sent you with power and 

purpose. The power of the Holy Spirit inside you so that we may accomplish the purpose for which God has Sent 

each of us, wherever we may find ourselves! 

My hope and prayer for you and your family this June is that you would be able to enjoy the great gifts of God with 

a sense of gratefulness and awareness of who is giving you these great gifts, and that we would see you in 

worship as we celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection every week! 

Hebrews 10:23-25 “23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 

near.” 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dante Pronsati 
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 Worship 

This month I wanted to 
share with you the song, 
“Simply Worthy” by TAYA. 
We don’t talk a lot about 
what the difference 
between praise and 
worship actually is. Praise 
is the joyful celebration of 
what God has done, while 
worship is the deeper, 
surrendered adoration of 
who God is. In this song, 
she talks about all the 
things He has done for us, 
but then acknowledges 
that even if He doesn’t do 
anything else, He is 
worthy. (Psalm 29:2, 
Psalm 95:6-7) We serve a 
good God who not only 
deserves but expects our 
praise and worship. I 
know sometimes it is 
tough, especially in the 
midst of struggles, but 
take time to give God 
your praise and worship. 
It’s good and right to 
thank Him for what He 
has done, but don’t ever 
forget to worship Him for 
who He is because He is 
simply worthy. 

Robert W. Costa, Director 
of Modern Worship 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 

Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 

Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all 

the peoples! Psalm 96:2-3 

Greetings in Christ!  

Why do we sing? This is one of the first questions I asked of you in the 

monthly Keynotes after I arrived at St. Peter nearly four years ago. This is a 

question we must continue to answer: why do we devote so much time in 

worship to singing? After all, singing is one of those things that sometimes 

makes us uncomfortable, especially if doing it alone. We sing when 

something important happens: we sing as we comfort our children and rock 

them to sleep, we sing to people on their birthdays, or perhaps we join 

together in song at a football game. We sing at the important moments of 

our lives. For us as Christians, we live these important moments weekly as 

we receive God in the Divine Service. We come from our weekly lives, 

joining together in this community, to receive God where He has promised 

to be. As we are nourished by His holy Word and Sacrament, we sing and 

sing again of what He has done for us.  

One hymn among many that strikes at the heart of why we sing is LSB 819 

“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good,” which we will sing as the opening 

hymn the weekend of June 6 and 7. The first stanza reminds us that God is 

the greatest good, the author of all creation who understood from the 

beginning our need for salvation. He provides us with the balm for all of our 

woes, and we give Him praise and glory for this. The subsequent stanzas 

speak of how God continues to care for us and all of creation, especially 

how He has heard our plea and came to earth to suffer, to die, and to rise 

triumphantly as victor over sin, death, and the devil. The hymnwriter finally 

leaves us with a plea- that all who confess Christ’s name might give Him 

praise and glory, and continue to tell of this wondrous story. 

As I prepare to conclude my service here at St. Peter, my prayer is that you 

continue to sing boldly and confidently of all of the wondrous works of our 

Lord. It has been such a blessing to worship with you each week, to serve 

with so many of you in our choirs and other musical groups, to see you in 

the hallways of our school, and to walk through life together with you. We 

will always remember St. Peter warmly, most especially since this is the 

church and community where we welcomed Miriam into our family. We pray 

that the Lord would continue to guide, bless and sustain you. Until we meet 

again, sing boldly! 

In His Service, 

Charlie Russell 
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Service 

CEF – How you can help! Many 
thanks to the Church Extension 
Fund (CEF) for helping us in so 
many ways!  Earn up to 4.16% 
APY and help St. Peter as well 
with as little as a $500 Fixed or 
Variable Rate Note. 

Director of Traditional Music Call Process The Call 
Committee for the Traditional Music Director position 
is asking for nominations for people who you know 
and think would be a good fit for our team ministry! 
Please follow the instructions on the form and return it 
to the Church Office either physically or via email to 
Lindsay Beneson. Return the forms by June 5 for the 
name to be considered for the current round of 
candidates. 
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We Need Your Help! Volunteers NEEDED for Worship Services 

– Screens/Livestream 
 

Please consider volunteering to help with our Sunday worship 

services at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and/or 11:00 a.m. Volunteers must 

be 18 or older unless accompanied by a parent/guardian. This is a 

big part of our worship services, so punctuality and commitment are 

very important. 
 

Screens: For 8:00 a.m. & 9:30 (Traditional), we need volunteers to 

click through our service slides (screens). It is just a PowerPoint 

presentation, so no “tech” skills required. For 11:00 a.m. (Modern), it 

is slightly more advanced, but very similar. Rehearsals are Sundays 

at 9:00 a.m. Training is provided for both opportunities! Once 

comfortable, you may be put in the rotation as many or as few times 

as you would like.  
 

Livestream: Some tech skills preferred but not required. For 9:30 

(Traditional), training will be provided. For 11:00 a.m. (Modern), it is 

slightly more advanced, but very similar. Training is provided. Once 

comfortable, you may be put in the rotation as many or as few times 

as you would like. 
 

These opportunities may be used for service hours. If interested or 

for questions, please contact Allison Costa at acosta@splcs.net. 

More ways to help us Build Together! 

Some of our St. Peter families have offered a percentage of their businesses’ sales to go to our Building 

Together expansion fund. If you would like to join our list, please reach out to our Church Office or Finance 

Department at (586) 781-3434. 

 Air-Tite Replacement Co Inc. – Air-Tite Replacement Co Inc. (Window and Door Sales and Custom 

Installation) will donate 10% of the contract price to the building campaign for St. Peter church members 

and school families. Non-member contracts referred by church or school families will receive a 5% 

donation. Phone: (586) AIR-TITE (247-8483) airtitereplacement.com  

 

 Hauss-Modetz Funeral Home, Macomb and Tiffany-Young & Hauss Funeral Home – Armada will 

donate 10% of the service charge to the Building Together Campaign for St. Peter Church and School 

families. Non-Members that are referred by church families will receive a donation of 5% of the service 

charge. Macomb – (586) 263-3100 Armada – (586) 784-9123 haussmodetz@gmail.com 

 

 Smith & Sarconi PLC will donate 10% of the price of any estate plan purchased by St. Peter Church and 

School families to the Building Together Campaign. 13900 Lakeside Circle, Suite 203, Sterling Heights, 

MI 48313, (586) 884-5420, jsarconi@s2attorneys.com 

 

 Beninati Hot Tubs - Clinton Twp. will donate 10% of contract price for any hot tub, Swim Spa or Cold 

Plunge and 5% of the contract price for any indoor or outdoor sauna purchased by St. Peter Church and 

School families. Please text or call Jacob for more info (810) 357-4192. 

 

 Michigan Wash & Seal will donate 10% of the total price for any services purchased by St. Peter Church 

and School families. Non-members who have been referred by St. Peter families will also receive a 10% 

donation towards the building campaign. Services include commercial/residential power washing, window 

cleaning, concrete and paver sealing, joint sealing & gutter cleaning. Please call David Schwark for more 

info (586) 709-5041. Website: miwashandseal.com  

Lutheran World Relief Baby Kits We 

are again beginning to assemble Baby 

Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief. If 

you would like to donate any of the 

following items, they can be deposited 

into the LWR tub in the Church Coat 

Room. 

 Receiving blankets 

 Cloth diapers 

 Sleepers 

 T-shirts 

 Hand towels 

 Socks 

 Bars of Ivory soap 

 Baby sweaters or sweatshirts (with 

or without hoods) 

These items can be new or lightly 

used. 

If you have any questions, please 

contact  Joyce Schwark, St. Peter 

LWML Rep. (586) 524-9328. 
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MCREST PROGRAM Update: We are in the last few weeks before our MCREST PROGRAM in which we 

serve the homeless women and children June 21-28. These women and children are currently residents in 

the MCREST Homeless shelter. Please continue to pray for everyone involved in this outreach ministry.  

A few final requests: 

1. Remember to drop off your donation items before June 14 to the labeled tables, either in the Church 

Office or in the Fellowship Hall.  

2. A few more volunteers are needed during our hosting week, please check out the SignUpGenius at 

stpetermacomb.com.  

3. We are currently looking for a person to lead the food portion of next year’s program (2027). This position 

is key to ensure our program continues next year and into the future. 

If you are interested in this position, please contact Rhonda as soon as possible. 

Your continued support and prayers are greatly appreciated and felt by everyone involved in 

our program. Thank you for supporting us as we prepare to serve those around us who are 

less fortunate than we are. May God continue to bless us all.  

In Christ’s service,  

Rhonda (rhondaf85@hotmail.com ) 

We will be collecting the following 

items for the Wellness Kits for 

Lutheran World Relief beginning in 

June through September: 

 bath-size bars of soap 

 bath-size towels (new or gently 

used) 

 adult tooth brushes 

 combs 

 metal nail clippers 

If you wish to donate any of these 

items, you may deposit them into 

the bin marked LWR in the Church 

Coat Room off of the Narthex. 

If you have questions regarding any 

of the information, please contact 

Joyce Schwark, St. Peter LWML 

Rep. at (586) 524-9328. Thank you. 
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Memorial Offerings 

Thank Offerings 

DID YOU KNOW that you can remember a 

special occasion or loved one by purchasing 

flowers for the front of Church? Maybe it's a 

birthday, anniversary, baptism, wedding, or 

just a special day to honor someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. The 

cost is $25. Checks made payable to: St. Peter 

Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church Office.  

In loving memory of Marvin Warnez, a 
contribution has been given to: New Building 
fund by Jim & Sue Kaiser, Rick & Carol Stathakis, 
Wilma Wangelin, & Marilynn Weiland 

In loving memory of Richard Meier, a 
contribution has been given to: Music & Organ  
fund by Tom & Chris Dearlove 

In loving memory of Barbara Schmidt, a 
contribution has been given to: New Building 
fund by John & Janine Knippenberg & Ellen 
Thoel 

In loving memory of Dorothy Rosso, a 
contribution has been given to: New Building 
fund the Music & Organ Fund  and the Debt 
Reduction Fund by Charles & Elaine Geer, 
Thomas & Rebecca Wisnieski, Roy & Joyce 
Schwark, Leroy & Donna Lambert, May 
Schramm, Stan & Marion Krakowski, Bill & Diane 
Wetzel, Dorothy Rosso, and Bob & Judy Juengel 

In loving memory of Dennis Renshaw, a 
contribution has been given to: New Building 
fund by Mark & Linda Schwark 

In loving memory of Edwin “Skip” Robertson, 
a contribution has been given to: New Building 
fund and the General Fund by: Mark & Linda 
Schwark, Stan & Marion Krakowski, Duane & 
Ruthann Bettcher, MaryLou Moschel, Patricia 
Warnez, Keith & Diane Schwark, Bill & Merlene 
Thompson, Kathy Krause, Wayne & Marie 
Niemann, Jim & Sue Kaiser, Jerry & Janet 
Stange, Bob & Judy Juengel, Kathleen & Timothy 
Frusti, Stuart & Mary Arends, Judith S., Shelly 
Fowler, Dennis & Cynthia Schwark, Greg & Jan 
Davis, Jamie & Amy D., Jim VanSteenkiste, Earl 
& Karen Heldt, Anita Bliss, Marie D., Katie & Chris 
Eppert, Kathleen D., Bill & Dianne Wetzel, 
Rodney Bock, Roy & Joyce Schwark, LouAnn & 
Janet Friedli, Marilyn Robertson, Walter & Carolyn 
Schmidt, Wilma Wangelin, Arthur & Karen Burke, 
Kristine & Richards Muthart, Rita & Gary Stark, 
William Esch, Charlotte Brohl, Barbara Schramm, 
May Schramm, Jim & Cindy Moschel, Joyce 
Kraatz, Robert & Susan Schwark, Milt Miller, 
Frieda Schluessler, Kathy Kobylarz, Ruth Klein, 
Shelly Penzien, Linda K., Jeff & Terri Robertson, 
Debra & Marion Mccroy, Donna Lambert, John & 
Susan Viviano, Dean & Lois Kratz, and Lori & Ed 
Hildreth 

In loving memory of Sherrie Antoszewski, a 
contribution has been given to: New Building 
fund by Rita & Gary Stark 

In loving memory of Ralph Marcath, a 
contribution has been given to: New Building 
fund by Wilma Wangelin 

For Blessings Received, a contribution has 
been given to the Debt Reduction Fund by  
Mark & Linda Schwark 

In honor of the baptism of Maximilian Gillespie, 
an anonymous contribution has been given to 
the General Fund 
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Connection 

Romans Bible Study Throughout the 
summer, you are invited to attend this 
pastor-led Sunday morning Bible 
study at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. Our pastors will be going 
through the book of Romans as we 
simultaneously discuss this book 
during our summer worship sermon 
series.   

Bible Studies: 

For more information 

about all current and 

upcoming Bible studies 

and small groups, please 

visit stpetermacomb.com. 

Men’s Bible Breakfast Led by Erv Aufdemberge. Tuesdays at 7:00 a.m. (Country Inn Restaurant - 

23 Mile and Romeo Plank) 

GriefShare GriefShare will meet each Sunday in June at 1:30 pm in the Small Conference Room. If 

you or someone you know has a broken heart due to the loss of a loved one please consider joining 

us.  Remember its never too late to join GriefShare.  Enter through Door #28 into the Church Office. If 

you have any questions please contact the Church Office at (586) 781-3434 or Darcel Bennett at 

(586) 255-7090. You can also check the web site griefshare.org. 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: Do you have a family member, loved one, or have an 

acquaintance with someone who is not engaging in a relationship by God’s design? Do you struggle 

with how to interact with them, not wanting to judge others but to show God’s love and just meet 

them where they are at? Then the Family and Friends of LGBT Support Group is for you! We will 

meet tentatively on the third Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small Conference 

Room in the Administration Wing. Questions? Contact Carol Poterek at (586) 566-3785. 
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 June 4 - 8th Grade Commencement Ceremony - 6:30 p.m. - Sanctuary 

 June 5 - K-8th Grade Closing Chapel - 10:30 a.m. - Sanctuary 

 June 7 - Charlie Russell’s last weekend at St. Peter 

 June 21-28 - MCREST 

For additional information about any of upcoming services and events, please contact our Church 

Office at (586) 781-3434, or go to stpetermacomb.com. 

Upcoming: 

Men’s Ministry Monthly Men’s 

Gatherings are held the 3rd Monday of 

each month. We meet at the Hamlin 

Pub (Van Dyke and 25 Mile) at 7:00 

p.m. You are invited to join us for a 

time of  “Connection and 

Conversation.” Questions? Contact 

Pastor Ken at kwise@splcs.net or 

(586) 871-4891. 

THE ST. PETER COLLEGE 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  This fund 

has been established to help students 

who plan to become full-time church 

workers by attending one of our LCMS 

colleges. High school seniors and 

current college students may apply in 

the Church Office. Please read the 

guidelines carefully. All applications 

must be submitted by June 1. 

Quilters The quilting group is always 

in need of clean sheets, cotton and 

flannel along with any new material. 

They meet on Monday mornings 

(beginning September 14) at 9:00 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall (north). All 

women are welcome to join! They also 

will have packets of quilts squares 

available for anyone that would like to 

sew from home. Any cotton material is 

always welcome (clean cotton/flannel 

sheets any size or 4yards of new 

material). Donations can be dropped 

off in the Coat Room in the Narthex 

and packs of quilt squares to sew are 

available there. Please call Bonnie 

Williams with any questions (248) 790-

2664. 
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 Education 
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It is important to remember that St. Peter History is not meant to show how great St. Peter is, but how 

amazing God is as He works through His Word and Sacraments among us. History is His story. Our History is 

a Ministry that proclaims His great deeds to future generations. 

HISTORY CORNER 

In 1960, 13.5 acres were bought from Louis Wangelin in anticipation of future growth. Mr. Joa 

Penzien was appointed to plan our future needs. On Easter morning of 1961, Pastor Paul Weber 

led the ground breaking ceremony for a new four-room school. Pastor Calvin Harm, in his first 

year at St. Peter, dedicated the school on August 19, 1962, with Pastor Weber as the guest 

speaker. This new school was the beginning of our current church and school campus that now 

covers 41 acres on the northwest corner of 24 Mile and Romeo Plank roads.  

The school had four classrooms for two grades in each room, a workroom, an office area, a 

library, and a first aid room. The cost of the building was $130,000. Teacher Christian Kaiser, 

who taught at the red brick school, became its first principal and taught the upper grades. Mr. 

Leslie Northrop, who taught at the Macomb Corners school, taught the middle grades. Miss 

Barbara Barli taught the lower grades. A fourth teacher was later added. Mr. Northrop became 

the second principal and still taught in 1966. He was succeeded by Mr. George Roggatz two 

years later. Both Teacher Kaiser and Mr. Northrop were also our church organists.  

Many individuals and groups unselfishly gave their time, talents, and offerings so this new school 

would be dedicated to the Glory of God.    

Respectfully submitted by Dawn Miller. 
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 
 

Our Mission 
Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and 
make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing 
them in the name of 

the Father, of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to 
observe all that I have 

commanded you.  
And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end 

of age. 

17051 24 Mile Road, Macomb, Michigan 48042 
Church: (586) 781-3434   School: (586) 781-9296 

StPeterMacomb.com 

Please visit StPeterMacomb.com to see other 

opportunities to worship through Sunday School, 

Bible studies, small groups and more! 

Worship Service Times: 

St. Peter Lutheran Church and School is a member congregation of The LCMS. 

Saturday 6:00 p.m. Traditional 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Traditional 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Traditional 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. Modern 

Mrs. Robyn Adams 

Early Childhood Director 

Mr. Robert W. Costa 
Modern Worship & 

Communications Director 

Mrs. Sandra LaPerriere 

Principal 

Articles for July Keynotes must be submitted before 4:00 p.m. on June 15. 

Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Costa at acosta@splcs.net.  

All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting (table, text boxes, etc.) in a Word document. Thank you!  

Mr. Charles Russell 
Traditional Worship Director 

Rev. Kurt Wenzelburger 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dante Pronsati 

Associate Pastor 

Mr. Steve Ameel 

Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Nicki Wargo 

School Ministry & Sunday 

School Director 

Mrs. Angela Schepmann 

Student Ministry Assistant 


