








members also were given the right to vote during St. Peter meetings when school matters were being
decided upon. It was decided not to have a school board, and the responsibility was handed over to the
elders. 

In these early days of the church, school was held at irregular times, for longer or shorter spans each 
year, depending on how much money there was for a teacher. Besides a salary, the congregation was in
charge of providing the teacher with firewood to heat his home. The necessity for salary and firewood
would always be an issue for St. Peter in those early years. The salary for a teacher in 1883 was $175 
for 7 months of teaching, along with six cords of 4 ft. long firewood. Teacher Pump continued to serve 
the school after St. Peter was organized and also served St. Peter as the cantor by singing and reading
during the services (for which he received an additional $10). The new congregation found it difficult to
support its teacher, but worked very hard to keep him. In the January meeting of 1885, the members of 
St. Peter were upset because Immanuel had not paid its share of the school money. Pastor Boeling took
personal offense to their complaints and began to leave, but Mr. Joachim Schwark stood up and 
reminded the pastor that the issue was not about him, but about his congregation, and that they simply
wanted to work things out. Pastor Boeling remained for the rest of the meeting. The issue was worked 
out in following meetings. 

By the summer of 1885, Teacher Pump reported that he could not support his family with his teacher's
salary and firewood. Although he wished to remain the teacher, the congregation knew they could not
support him, and resolved to find another teacher. If that was impossible, they decided to find a pastor
who could also teach the school. There was a discussion regarding whether Pastor Boeling's son could
take over for a time, but by September 1885, the pastor had found a young man on his way to Chicago
who wanted to take over the school, Mr. Edward Krumsieg. Teacher Krumsieg taught the school for the
year, but was called home by his father that spring. 

The matter of finding a permanent teacher was finally resolved when St. Peter called a new pastor, Rev.
Oscar Wuest, who was installed in January, 1887. Pastor Wuest taught all eight grades for 13 years. He
had three children of his own, a son and two daughters. A very sad time in St. Peter's history was when
both of Pastor Wuest's daughters died three days apart in 1891 during a diphtheria epidemic. Pastors 
from Immanuel and Trinity, Utica came to support Pastor Wuest during this difficult time. 
When Pastor Wuest arrived in Macomb, St. Peter decided to build a parsonage. 
The house that sat on the southwest corner of 24 Mile Road and Romeo Plank 
for more than 113 years was built in 1887 for the cost of $1,000. But what 
happened to the schoolhouse that originally stood in its place? Mr. Johann 
Schwark and Mr. A. Tilch came up with the solution. Before the parsonage was 
built, the schoolhouse was moved across the road with a stone sled and placed 
next to the church, where it stood for 40 more years. Just before this, St. Peter 
had bought the schoolhouse from Immanuel for the cost of $55. The 
schoolhouse was renovated and insured for fire damage. 

School during these years focused around reading and writing in the German language, geography and
history, arithmetic, music, and religion. The number of students hovered around the 50-60 range. While
the schoolteacher had to be very strict to keep an orderly school, the children responded by being
mischievous, and the schoolhouse often had to be repaired. In 1889, when St. Peter officially joined the
Missouri Synod, a Schulordnung, or School Order, was drawn up that described how the school was to 
be run. Children walked to school, although the story is told of student Emma Schoff, who rode her 
horse Nelly to school in the mornings. After arriving at the schoolhouse, she would say, "Nelly, go 
home!" and the horse would return to its barn a mile up the road. The school continued with God's 
grace, instructing the children of St. Peter in the teachings of the Lutheran Church with the focus on our
Savior, Jesus Christ. 4 















In 2017, we had a 140  anniversary celebration of the combined church and school ministry. The preschool
and day school students together totaled 620. Pastor Mark Arendell was called as our 

th

associate pastor. Mrs. Char Hohnstadt retired as Preschool Director and Mrs. Deb Lowry was hired as 
her replacement. In December, 2017, we hired our first full-time Modern Worship Director, Robert W.
Costa. 

In 2018, St. Peter began the Moving Forward: Less Debt. More Love. Campaign to pay off our remaining
debt from our new sanctuary, fellowship hall, and offices building project. Mr. Bo Chapman received a 
call to Las Vegas in August, 2018. He was succeeded by Mr. Jason von der Lage who was called and
began on April 1, 2019. 

The 2019-2020 school year began as planned but took an unfortunate turn as we were shut down due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Our students completed the remainder of March, 2020 through the beginning 
of June, 2020 learning virtually. There were video and drive-by birthday and end of the school year
celebrations. All worship services took place online—including Holy Week and Easter. Our 8  grade
commencement ceremony took place in the parking lot with families gathering in separated parking 
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spots. In July, 2020, we were finally able to return to in-person worship, and the 2020-2021 school year
began in August with some restrictions and mandates. There was so much interest in enrollment, we 
were able to add a third Kindergarten class. Since then, we have added a new class to each grade every
year. As of fall 2026, we have three kindergarten, first, second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth grade 
classes. 

Mr. Hoch retired as assistant principal in June, 2020 (after serving his 40  year at St. Peter). Mrs. th

Sandra LaPerriere, former St. Peter alum, was hired as our first woman assistant principal for the
2020/2021 school year. After Mr. Leinberger changed roles and became our Director of Operations in 2023,
Mrs. LaPerriere was then interim principal for one year before she became our first called woman principal
in 2024 and still remains our principal today. 

Pastor Wuggazer took a call in 2020, and Pastor Mark Arendell took over as interim senior pastor. Pastor
Kurt Wenzelburger accepted the call as our next senior pastor and was installed on December 12, 2021. 

In 2022, Pastor Mark Arendell retired. On July 31, 2022, we welcomed our new called Director of
Traditional Music, Mr. Charles Russell. Mr. von der Lage served as student ministries director until 
August, 2022, when he enrolled in Seminary. Mrs. Deb Lowry resigned as preschool director, and Mrs.
Char Hohnstadt returned as interim preschool director for the 2022/2023 school year. 

On November 30, 2022, the Michigan Historical Marker located across the 
driveway from the Church Office was dedicated after the Advent service 
by Pastors Wenzelburger, Arendell, and Meyer along with guest speaker 
Pastor Bill Wangelin. The dedication service was held partially inside due 
to the weather and outside for the unveiling. Mrs. Wilma Wangelin (Pastor 
Bill’s grandmother) and Mr. Milt Miller unveiled the marker. It was the 
culmination of a four-year project by Mrs. Shelly Fowler, Mrs. Dawn Miller, 
and the Historical Committee. It was paid for by an anonymous donor. 

For the 2023/2024 school year, former Assistant Principal, Mr. Hoch returned to teach in our LSEM room
until he officially retired in 2025. However, he has returned again to teach for the 2026/2027 school year. 
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